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It has been very interesting to me,

and no doubt it has to all who have

been present, to listen to the remarks

of our brethren this morning, in rela-

tion to the principles of the Gospel as

taught by us, and their experience in

this work. While Brother Lawrence was

speaking in relation to our position in

Nauvoo, my mind reverted to the time

when we left there, and to the reluc-

tance displayed by many of our people

to cross the river and take their journey

westward. It required a great amount

of faith on the part of the people, to

venture into an unexplored and desert

country to attempt again to build up

homes, and to perform the labors en-

joined upon us by God, our Heavenly Fa-

ther. There was a cry of exultation went

up throughout all that country when we

were broken up, and the hope was in-

dulged in by all who were inimical to

us, that the solution of the Mormon

problem had been arrived at, and that

the subject of Mormonism might hence-

forth be dismissed from every mind.

We had gone forth into the wilderness,

and it was not at all likely that we

would ever trouble civilization again. It

was naturally supposed, by those who

knew but little of us, that we must be

quite as bad as we had been represented

to be; and if we were, of course we had

nobody to steal from in the wilderness

but ourselves; nobody to aggress and

prey upon but ourselves, and these be-

ing our characteristics, as they believed,

they very naturally came to the conclu-

sion that we would quarrel one with an-

other, and the result would be our ex-

termination through our own quarrels,

or that we should fall an easy prey

to the Indians. How these anticipa-

tions have been realized, the lapse of

twenty-one years has proved. For a

number of years after leaving Nauvoo

we were not deemed particularly wor-

thy of notice. Men's minds were at-

tracted in other directions, and our op-

erations here, being so far removed from

all communication with them, were al-

most overlooked. But time has wrought

great changes, not only with us and in

our position, but also in the position

and feelings of the world by which we

are surrounded. Instead of being re-

garded as a people scarcely worthy of

notice, we now, through the blessings

of our Heavenly Father, inhabit a large

Territory, and if we are alluded to at


