
advantages that we enjoy; but we have 
them, and our Heavenly Father intends 
that we shall possess them, and that we 
shall build up his kingdom on the earth, 
establish righteousness and bring about 
that improvement alluded to by brother 
Jesse N. Smith, in his remarks. Our cir-
cumstances, then, being different, we can 
indulge in anticipations no other people 
have ever been able to indulge in, unless it 
be the people of Enoch and the Nephites, 
to whom Jesus appeared on this Continent.

Those who investigate the Gospel with 
a desire to keep the commandments of 
God, as I have remarked, rise from its in-
vestigation with convictions of its truth, 
for an honest man cannot go to the Lord 
in the name of Jesus Christ, and ask Him 
respecting this Gospel without receiving a 
knowledge for himself that it is true. In my 
preaching to the world, I have many times 
dared them to this test, that if they would 
go in honesty before the Lord and ask 
Him in the name of Jesus Christ to show 
to them the truth of this Gospel, I would 
pledge myself that the Lord would show 
them and they would become convinced 
that the principles we taught were indeed 
the principles of life and salvation. No per-
son ever investigated this Gospel with that 
spirit without being convinced of its truth, 
because our Heavenly Father bestows upon 
everyone who embraces it with the right 
spirit a knowledge of the truth. What a glo-
rious privilege it is to have this knowledge 
bestowed upon us. This testimony embold-
ens us to declare to the inhabitants of the 
earth, no matter to what nation we may be 
sent, that if they will embrace the truth, as 
it is taught by the Elders of this Church, 
they shall know for themselves that this  
is the work of God. This testimony it is

the privilege of all to possess. It is this that 
binds us together, and gives the Priesthood 
influence over the Saints of God. My 
brethren and sisters, it is only by faithful-
ness that we can retain this knowledge. A 
man may be an Apostle and may have had 
the administration of holy angels, and the 
heavens opened to his view, and behold the 
things of eternity, but if he is not faithful 
himself, pursuing a right and proper course 
before God, he cannot retain his standing 
in this Church and keep that knowledge 
God has given him undimmed by error; 
but errors will creep into his heart and false 
spirits take possession of him, and sooner 
or later he will become alienated from the 
work of God. We should everyone be care-
ful on these points. This is the work of 
God, and there is a well-established prin-
ciple upon which we can remain connect-
ed with it, and that is by being true and 
faithful to the principles which God our 
Heavenly Father has revealed. We cannot 
grieve the Spirit of God with impunity; we 
cannot indulge in frivolity nor in anything 
that is wrong without driving that spirit 
from us with its holy and sweet influence. 
We should seek, therefore, as individuals, 
whether Apostles, High Priests, Seventies, 
High Councilors, Elders, Priests, Teachers, 
Deacons or members of the Church, to 
have the spirit of our holy religion con-
tinually resting upon us. How can we re-
tain this? Can we retain it by being neg-
ligent and indifferent to its claims? Do 
men gather earthly riches around them 
by being negligent? We all know that, as 
a rule, the man who is the most diligent 
in business is he who gains the great-
est amount of profit for his labor; we are 
proving this every day in earthly business,  
and if necessary in earthly business, it is
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