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equally so in the things of the kingdom of
God. The men and women who most dili-
gently keep the commandments of God,
offer up prayers in sincerity, not with their
lips, but with their hearts, making it a rule
to live near the Lord, are they who retain
the light of the Holy Spirit; and they are
they who, when persecution or affliction
comes, feel that God is near to them; and
that when they pray He is not afar off, but
He hears their prayers and pours conso-
lation, peace, and every good gift upon
them, and they can rejoice from morning
to night among the changing vicissitudes
to which we are exposed in this mortal
life. My brethren and sisters, we are com-
manded not to give the whole of our at-
tention to the accumulation of earthly
things; we are commanded also to lay up
treasures in heaven. We are required to
build up Zion on the earth; then let us
take a course that will ensure to us the
blessing and favor of God our Heavenly
Father, that our prayers and thanksgiv-
ing may be acceptable before Him. We
should do this, especially when we reflect
upon the nature of the work in which we
are engaged, and the nature of the opposi-
tion with which we have to contend. We
have the whole world to contend with to
a certain extent, or rather, we have to de-
fend ourselves against the whole world;
they are combating us. There are probably
thousands of honest men and women in
the world who manifest no disposition to
persecute or oppose us; but this is not the
case with the majority. There is a spirit of
opposition to this work gone abroad in the
world; and, as in the beginning, we had
a township to meet and contend with,
afterwards a county and counties, then a
State, and ultimately we had a nation, so
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to speak, in arms against us; so in the fu-
ture we will have the whole world to con-
tend with. Not only this nation, but every
nation on the face of the earth will mani-
fest greater or less opposition to us as a
people, and we will have a thousand things
to contend with. Why? Because Satan has
influence over the hearts of the children of
men; he has power with them, and so long
as there is a foot of this earth upon which
he can maintain foothold, so long may we
expect warfare, and find difficulties to con-
tend with, and it will only be by the power
of God manifested in our behalf that we
will overcome. This warfare will not be
a contest with cannons, rifles, or earthly
weapons of war, so much as a moral war-
fare. We are engaged in a great moral war-
fare; it is by the exercise of moral force that
we are going to achieve the victories that
God our heavenly Father has promised us.
We may be threatened, as we have been,
with weapons of war, and it will doubtless
be necessary, so long as we have an exis-
tence on the earth, to be prepared for every
contingency. This will no doubt be neces-
sary, but the day is probably far distant
when we will have to shoulder weapons
and engage in actual warfare. I look for
a moral contest, a moral triumph, and
moral victories, gained by the force of
truth, and the exercise of those Godlike
qualities with which we have been en-
dowed by our heavenly Father. And when
the great victory is achieved, there will be
no blood to mourn over, no sorrow to
be indulged in, and nothing to prevent
us from building the Temples of God, as
was the case with David, because he was a
man of blood. I anticipate that we will be
free from this, and that we, like Solomon,
can go forward and build the Temples of
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