
should rise from the dead, then he would 
permit these things to come forth, which 
he did among the ancient Israelites on 
this continent; they were then translated 
into the Nephite language and brought to 
light. But the Lord said unto the brother 
of Jared: “And behold, when ye shall come 
unto me, ye shall write them and shall seal 
them up, that no one can interpret them; 
for ye shall write them in a language that 
they cannot be read. And behold, these two 
stones will I give unto thee, and ye shall 
seal them up also with the things which 
ye shall write. For behold, the language 
which ye shall write I have confounded; 
wherefore I will cause in my own due time 
that these stones shall magnify to the eyes 
of men these things which ye shall write. 
And when the Lord had said these words, 
he showed unto the brother of Jared all the 
inhabitants of the earth which had been, 
and also all that would be; and he withheld 
them not from his sight, even unto the 
ends of the earth.” What a great gift it is 
to know and see by the enlightenment of 
the Spirit, by vision, things that have taken 
place from the beginning of this world; to 
see, for instance, all the inhabitants of the 
earth that had been prior to the day that 
the Lord gave this vision; and then all the 
inhabitants of the earth that should be, 
even to the end of the world. “For he had 
said unto him in times before, that if he 
would believe in him that he could show 
unto him all things—it should be shown 
unto him; therefore the Lord could not 
withhold anything from him, for he knew 
that the Lord could show him all things. 
And the Lord said unto him: Write these 
things and seal them up; and I will show 
them in mine own due time unto the chil-
dren of men.

“And it came to pass that the Lord com-
manded him that he should seal up the 
two stones which he had received, and 
show them not, until the Lord should 
show them unto the children of men. 
And the Lord commanded the brother of 
Jared to go down out of the mount from 
the presence of the Lord, and write the 
things which he had seen; and they were 
forbidden to come unto the children of 
men until after that he should be lifted up 
upon the cross; and for this cause did King 
Mosiah keep them.”

I told you that Mosiah was a righteous 
man, and a revelator as well as a king, who 
dwelt on this American continent some 
few centuries before Christ, and when 
he interpreted the history of the people, 
he did not interpret these things that the 
brother of Jared saw in this great vision; 
the Lord would not permit him to do so.

“That they should not come unto 
the world until after Christ should show 
himself unto his people. And after Christ 
truly had shown himself unto his people 
he commanded that they should be made 
manifest.”

They were translated after Christ first 
appeared to the Nephites, and probably 
sent abroad among the Nephite nation. 
The Prophet Moroni says, “And now, after 
that, they have all dwindled in unbelief; 
and there is none save it be the Lamanites, 
and they have rejected the gospel of Christ; 
therefore I am commanded that I should 
hide them up again in the earth. Behold, 
I have written upon these plates the very 
things which the brother of Jared saw.”

A great many, in reading this record care-
lessly, would wonder why it was that a part 
of these plates should be sealed, and why 
Joseph Smith should not be permitted to
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