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It is with much pleasure and satisfac-
tion I again stand before the Saints of
God in this Tabernacle. A year nearly
has passed since I enjoyed this priv-
ilege, my labors having been directed
elsewhere. Whatever I may say to you
depends entirely upon the dictation of
the Holy Spirit. And I may say that we
all need the inspiration of the Almighty
to dictate us, whether we preach or lis-
ten, and not only in our public gather-
ings but in all of our labors connected
with the building up of the kingdom of
God, yes, just as much as the Saints of
God did in every past age and dispensa-
tion.

I can truly say as the Apostle Paul
said, "For I am not ashamed of the
Gospel of Christ; for it is the power of
God unto salvation to every one that be-
lieveth." I am not ashamed of what the
world is pleased to call "Mormonism;"
I am not ashamed of any revelation
that God has given unto the Latter-day
Saints, through the mouth of modern
Prophets; I am not ashamed to acknowl-
edge myself a firm believer in the literal
fulfillment of the Bible, as well as every

communication of God to man, although
I am well aware that the Scriptures have
been more or less spiritualized by the
whole Christian world, especially during
the last hundred years. I believe that
holy men of old wrote and spoke as they
were moved upon by the Holy Ghost, and
that they meant what they said and said
what they meant, and that the Apos-
tle Paul spoke truly when he said, "that
no prophecy of the Scripture is of any
private interpretation." The Lord has
taught us in a modern revelation con-
tained in this book, the "Doctrine and
Covenants," that it matters not whether
he speaks from heaven by his own voice,
or by the ministration of angels, or by
the mouth of his servants when they are
moved upon by the Holy Ghost, it is all
the same, the mind and will of God; and
although the heavens and the earth pass
away, my words would not fall unful-
filled.

I desire more particularly to ad-
dress myself, this afternoon, to the
Latter-day Saints; and at the same
time if any of the strangers present
can receive any benefit from my re-



