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we will then begin to see the necessity

of building others, for in proportion to

the diligence of our labors in this direc-

tion, will we comprehend the extent of

the work to be done, and the present

is only a beginning. When the Sav-

ior comes, a thousand years will be de-

voted to this work of redemption; and

Temples will appear all over this land

of Joseph—North and South America—

and also in Europe and elsewhere; and

all the descendants of Shem, Ham, and

Japheth who received not the Gospel in

the flesh, must be officiated for in the

Temples of God, before the Savior can

present the kingdom to the Father, say-

ing, "It is finished."

May God continue to bless us, and

guide and direct our labors, is my prayer,

in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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Our Conference is a most important

one, one that doubtless will be long re-

membered by those who have partici-

pated in its deliberations and actions.

It is not often that we, as a people,

have been called upon to pass through

such circumstances as those which have

surrounded us for the past four or five

weeks. Twice in our history, during the

past forty-seven and a half years, have

we been called to mourn the loss of him

who has led the cause of the Holy Priest-

hood upon the earth. At both times the

blow has fallen, it may be said, unexpect-

edly upon us; it was particularly so at the

martyrdom of the Prophet Joseph Smith,

for he had passed through so many dif-

ficulties, and had so many narrow es-

capes, and so many deliverances from

perils of the most menacing character,

that the Latter-day Saints had been led

to regard him as almost invulnerable,

and that his life would be spared to a

good old age, if not to the winding up

scene. His martyrdom, then, fell as a

very unexpected blow upon the people. It


