AN IMPORTANT CONFERENCE, ETC.

was a dreadful shock, for which a
great bulk of the Latter-day Saints were
unprepared. It is true that many
were warned, especially those who were
abroad among the nations preaching;
they had dreams and manifestations
of the Spirit concerning the terrible
calamity. = But those at home were
scarcely prepared. Evidences came so
quickly, one after another, that there was
scarcely an idea among the people that
his arrest, or his delivering himself up as
he did, would terminate in such a catas-
trophe. The Church itself was so unpre-
pared, by any previous experience, for
the steps that were necessary to carry
on the work that the Lord had estab-
lished, and of which he had been the in-
strument.

I well remember the feelings that
were experienced upon that occasion;
how men's minds wondered, and the
surmises that were indulged in; the
guesses, the anticipations, some think-
ing one man would be chosen, and oth-
ers that someone else would be. Many of
the people were at an entire loss to know
who would take charge of the Church af-
fairs. And while they were not satis-
fied with Sidney Rigdon, nor his preach-
ing, nor his propositions; a great many
were undecided in their minds as to who
would be the leader, or who would have
the right to stand at the head. When the
Twelve returned and their voices were
heard in the midst of the people; when
President Young stood before the congre-
gation and spake to the people, doubt
and uncertainty and every kindred feel-
ing vanished, and everyone who had a
sufficient portion of the Spirit of the Lord
recognized in him the man whom the
Lord had chosen to lead and guide his
people, instead of the martyred Prophet.

For the first time in the history
of the Church, the Twelve Apostles
stepped forward and took the charge
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of affairs, by the authority of the Apostle-
ship, and the authority which they had
received from the Prophet Joseph. And
for a little rising of three years they led
and guided the Church, until the Lord
inspired his servant Brigham, to orga-
nize a First Presidency of the Church.
This experience has been most valuable
to us under our present circumstances.
Men have looked back to the past; they
have remembered what was done at the
period to which I refer, and doubt un-
certainty and hesitation have not existed
to any extent; in fact, have not existed
at all in the minds of those of long ex-
perience in the Church. The Twelve
Apostles have the authority to lead and
guide, to manage and direct the affairs of
the Church, being the Quorum standing
next to the First Presidency. Naturally it
falls to them to step forward once more
and assume the direction and control, to
dictate and counsel and to regulate, so
far as may be necessary, everything con-
nected with the organization of the peo-
ple, and the proclamation of the Gospel
among the nations of the earth.

Although the blow has been a heavy
one, and has fallen unexpectedly upon
us, it seemed to me, during the past
summer, in watching President Young,
in listening to him, in associating with
him, that he had obtained a new lease
of life. He had not been able to speak
for years in public assemblies with the
ease to himself that he had done since
the last winter. It seemed that he
had overcome his weakness, a weakness
of the stomach from which he suffered
when he spoke to large congregations,
and his bodily health appeared to be
as perfect as it could be for a man of
his age; this being the case, it was a
very unexpected thing for him to pass
off so suddenly. But in looking back
at the circumstances that surrounded



