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the Lord crowned his life with success,

and his labors with blessing; and they

who sustained him and obeyed his coun-

sel have been prospered in every in-

stance; and when they received the coun-

sel in a proper spirit, and carried it

out as it was given to them, they and

the Church prospered under his pres-

idency and administration; and it has

gone forth in power and majesty, and in

such a way as to bring conviction to the

hearts of thousands of people that there

is a power connected with this system

called "Mormonism," not comprehensi-

ble to any who do not view it, by the

Spirit of God. I feel that we, as a people,

should take hold of this work; that we,

as Apostles, that we, as Seventies, and

as High Priests, as Elders, as Priests,

Teachers and Deacons, should take hold

of this work in earnestness and in zeal,

and carry it forward as our Prophet and

file leader did during his lifetime; that

we should take it up where he laid it

down, and carry it on until the end is

reached, and the full consummation of

all things is accomplished; seeking to

have the spirit that animated him, and

to follow him as he followed Joseph, as

he honored Joseph, as he revered Joseph,

as he upheld Joseph, as he maintained

Joseph, touching doctrine and counsel,

so that it appears to me if we are ani-

mated by the Spirit of God we will honor

him and follow in his footsteps, as he

followed Joseph, and as Joseph followed

Christ. When we do this, and take hold

of this work with the earnestness and

zeal which should characterize our ac-

tions, the Spirit and power of God will

rest upon us, and he will bear us off as he

has borne them off who preceded us; he

will not desert us, nor leave us in any po-

sition where we will be destitute of help.

I listened with a great deal of

pleasure to that portion of brother

Pratt's discourse which I heard, in re-

lation to the Apostleship and the au-

thority of the Apostleship, and the right

of the Priesthood to rule and to gov-

ern. There have been a great many ideas

afloat in the minds of men concerning

this work, and I suppose I have been

interrogated I might say thousands of

times—at any rate I have been inter-

rogated upon this point more than any

other namely, Who will succeed Presi-

dent Young in case he dies? The Latter-

day Saints who have had experience in

this matter have not had occasion to ask

this question; but many inexperienced

Saints had it in their hearts, wondering

what shape affairs would take in case

anything were to happen to the Presi-

dent of the Church.

Every man who is ordained to the

fullness of Apostleship, has the power

and the authority to lead and guide the

people of God whenever he is called upon

to it, and the responsibility rests upon

him. But there is a difference, as was

explained by brother Pratt, that arises

in some instances from seniority in age,

in other instances from seniority in or-

dination. And while it is the right of

all the Twelve Apostles to receive reve-

lation, and for each one to be a Prophet,

to be a Seer, to be a Revelator, and to

hold the keys in the fullness, it is only

the right of one man at a time to exercise

that power in relation to the whole peo-

ple, and to give revelation and counsel,

and direct the affairs of the Church—

of course, always acting in conjunction

with his fellow servants. And while we

say that the Twelve Apostles have the

right to govern, that the Twelve have

the authority, that the Twelve Apostles

are the men who preside—when we say

this, we do not mean that every one of


