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the Twelve is going to give revelation

to this great people, that every one of

the Twelve has the right to counsel and

dictate and regulate the affairs of the

Church as emergencies may arise, in-

dependent of the rest. The Church is

not governed like Zion's Cooperative In-

stitution, by a Board of Directors; this

is not God's design. It is governed by

men who hold the keys of the Apostle-

ship, who have the right and authority.

Any one of them, should an emergency

arise, can act as President of the Church,

with all the powers, with all the author-

ity, with all the keys, and with every en-

dowment necessary to obtain revelation

from God, and to lead and guide this peo-

ple in the path that leads to the celes-

tial glory; but there is only one man at

a time who can hold the keys, who can

dictate, who can guide, who can give rev-

elation to the Church. The rest must ac-

quiesce in his action, the rest must be

governed by his counsels, the rest must

receive his doctrines. It was so with

Joseph. Others held the Apostleship—

Oliver received the Apostleship at the

same time that Joseph did, but Joseph

held the keys, although Oliver held pre-

cisely the same authority. There was

only one who could exercise it in its full-

ness and power among the people. So

also at Joseph's death, there was only

one man who could exercise that author-

ity and hold these keys, and that man

was President Brigham Young, the Pres-

ident of the Quorum of the Twelve whom

God had singled out, who by extraordi-

nary providence had been brought to the

front, although many were ahead of him

according to ordination at one time and

another.

Now that he has gone, one man

only can hold this power and author-

ity to which I refer, and that man

is he whom you sustained yesterday, as

President of the Quorum of the Twelve,

as one of the Twelve Apostles and of

the Presidency, John Taylor by name.

When revelation comes to this people, it

is he who has the right to give it. When

counsel comes to this people, as a peo-

ple, it is he who has the right to im-

part it; and while the Twelve are asso-

ciated with him, one in power, one in au-

thority, they must respect him as their

President, they must look to him as the

man through whom the voice of God will

come to them, and to this entire people.

By extraordinary providence he has been

brought to the front. Men have wondered

at it, why it was so. It is easy of ex-

planation. There was a time when three

living Apostles, three Apostles who now

live, whose names were placed above his

in the Quorum of the Twelve. But, when

this matter was reflected upon, Presi-

dent Young was moved upon to place

him ahead of one, and afterwards ahead

of two others, until by the unanimous

voice of the Apostles he was acknowl-

edged the Senior Apostle, holding the

oldest ordination without interruption of

any man among the Apostles. Not that

he sought it; not that he endeavored to

obtain it; not that he begged for his place,

for it is due to him to say to this con-

gregation today, that no man has been

more modest in urging his claim or set-

ting forth his right than he. But Pres-

ident Young was led by the Spirit of

God, as we do verily believe, to place

him in his right position; and two years

ago last June, in Sanpete, he declared

in a public congregation that John Tay-

lor stood next to him; and that when

he was absent it was his right to pre-

side over the Council. We little thought

then, at that time, that there would

be a necessity so soon arise when he


