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feelings of the Saints throughout the
Territory, and made us all feel sorry. His
demise, with that of others, however, is
among the evidences that are necessarily
associated with human affairs, and is some-
thing over which we have no control, for
the Lord manages such things according to
the counsel of his own will.

I remember the time very well when
Joseph Smith was taken from us, not how-
ever in the manner that President Young
was, but by a ruthless mob, meeting his
death at the hands of assassins. But these
things are matters, although of great im-
portance to us, yet relatively they have not
a very great deal to do with the building up
of the Church and kingdom of God upon
the earth, and with His work in which we
are all engaged.

When the Lord revealed the everlast-
ing Gospel to Joseph Smith, he unfolded
unto him his purposes and designs in rela-
tion to the earth whereon we live, and gave
unto him a knowledge of his law and the
ordinances of the Gospel and the doctrine
thereof. It was not for the object simply of
elevating him as a man, but it was done
for the interest of society, in the interest
of the world, and in the interest of the liv-
ing and the dead, according to the decrees
and designs of Jehovah which he formed
before the world rolled into existence, or
the morning stars sang together for joy.
The Lord had his designs in relation to
the earth and the inhabitants thereof, and
in these last days he saw proper to reveal
and restore, through his servant Joseph
Smith, what we term the new and everlast-
ing Gospel; new to the world at present,
because of their traditions, their follies and
weaknesses, and their creeds, opinions and
notions, but everlasting because it existed
with God, and because it existed with him
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before the world was, and will continue
when change shall have succeeded change
upon this earth, and when the earth shall
have been redeemed and all things made
new, and while life and thought and being
last, and immortality endures. Therefore,
although the Gospel is new to the world,
it is everlasting. And it was introduced, as
I have stated, in the interests of human-
ity—our fathers, the ancient Prophets
and Apostles, and men of God who have
lived in the various ages of the world, who
have administered in the holy Priesthood
while they lived upon the earth, and who
are now administering in the heavens, and
who had a hand in the introduction of this
work, together with God our heavenly
Father, and Jesus the Mediator of the New
Covenant; and today they feel interested in
the rolling forth of this work, and in the
accomplishment of these purposes which
God designed before the foundation of
the world. And it is to God and his Son,
and to these men, that we are indebted
for the light and the intelligence that has
been communicated to us, and to them we
shall be indebted through all time for the
same kind of knowledge and intelligence
to sustain and direct us.

We talk sometimes about the orga-
nization of our Church, and about a
First Presidency, and about Apostles,
and Patriarchs, and High Priests, and
Seventies, and Elders, etc.; but who knew
anything about any of these offices, their
rights and privileges, etc., until God re-
vealed it? Nobody. And this is not only
so with regard to the several offices of the
Melchizedek or higher Priesthood, but it
is also the case with those of the Aaronic
or lesser Priesthood. These are things
that were not originated by man, they
came to us through revelation from God,

5/16/20 9:14 PM



