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may operate with the Gods in the eter-

nal worlds, through the light of revela-

tion that God has given unto us, and

that he will continue to give us, until

all things designed by him pertaining to

this earth and its inhabitants shall be

accomplished. In other words, they are

helping us to do our work, by commu-

nicating to us principles we require to

know, and also by operating in our be-

half, while we are operating for them,

and their children, who are our fathers.

As the Scriptures say, "that they without

us should not be made perfect," it is re-

quiring a union of the heavens and the

earth, forming a grand cooperative so-

ciety, if you please, connected together

by indissoluble ties, by the gift of the

Holy Ghost, the light of revelation and

the power of God. Thus we are united to

each other and to them, and are able to

act intelligently, doing works that will be

approved in heaven which are connected

with the interests of God and the inter-

ests of humanity.

It is not our work, it is not anything

we have done, but it is God that has done

the whole of it, he having called upon us

to help him a little in our weak way; and

inasmuch as we seek continually to do

his will, he will help us, for in and of our-

selves we can do nothing, no not any of

us, for we are all poor, weak, erring hu-

man beings, constantly needing his sus-

tenance, aid and guidance.

The various quorums of the Priest-

hood, which have been presented to

you this afternoon, give a more perfect

representation of your Stake than has

been given before. And I am pleased

to say that this extended organization

of the Priesthood exists among all the

Stakes—some twenty in all—throughout

the Territory. It may be proper on the

present occasion to refer to some things

connected with the organization of our

Church for our information; although

I presume a good deal of similar in-

struction has already been given you by

brother Richards, who is very conversant

in such matters. Yet it is very desir-

able that the Saints generally, as well as

the Twelve and leading Elders, should

become familiar with these things and

have a correct understanding of them;

and it will do no harm to again talk on

some of them.

In Kirtland, Ohio, a great many

things were revealed through the

Prophet. There was then a First Presi-

dency that presided over the High Coun-

cil, in Kirtland; and that High Council

and another which was in Missouri, were

the only High Councils in existence. As I

have said, the High Council in Kirtland

was presided over by Joseph Smith and

his Counselors; and hence there were

some things associated with this that

were quite peculiar in themselves. It is

stated that when they were at a loss to

find out anything pertaining to any prin-

ciples that might come before them in

their councils, that the presidency were

to inquire of the Lord and get revela-

tion on those subjects that were difficult

for them to comprehend. And I would

make a remark here in relation to these

things, that all High Councils, and all

Presidents of Stakes and Bishops, and in

fact all men holding the Priesthood, who

are humble and faithful and diligent and

honest and true to the principles of our

religion, if they seek unto God with that

faith that he requires of us, he will give

them wisdom under all circumstances

and on all occasions, and the Holy Spirit

will never fail to indicate the path they

should pursue. This is the order of God

in relation to these matters, that every


