
in the hearts of the people, and awaken 
them up to an understanding of the prin-
ciples of eternal truth. This is what we 
want. And if they do this, magnifying their 
calling, then when other Stakes are to be 
organized and other changes made, all we 
will have to do will be to go to the High 
Priests for such persons to fill such offices 
that rightly belong to the High Priesthood. 
And the question that has agitated the 
minds of the Seventies and High Priests 
will no longer trouble them, for all will 
then more clearly perceive that Church 
or body of Christ is as the body of man, 
composed not of one member, but many. 
For instance, there is the head, there are 
the eyes, there is the nose, the mouth, there 
are the ears, the arms and hands, the legs 
and feet, all of which are members of the 
human body; which of these would you 
like to be without? Supposing you had to 
part with one of your legs, or one of your 
arms, you would of course want to retain 
the most useful of the two; but if you will 
tell me which of the two is the most use-
ful to the human body, then I will tell you 
which is the most useful to the body of 
Christ, the High Priests or the Seventies. 
I do not think, however, we need discuss 
this question; but rather let us magnify the 
Priesthood we hold, seeking to acquire a 
proper fitness for the positions we occupy.

Now, I will tell you something I have 
noticed lately. We call upon Seventies, and 
sometimes upon High Priests to perform 
missions abroad, but how is it with them? 
They generally go, but it is often a hard 
squeak. One man has a roof to put on a 
house, another is perhaps building a new 
house, or his business is in such a flourishing 
condition as to need his personal superin-
tendence; another has perhaps “bought five

yoke of oxen,” and he must needs “go to 
prove them;” and another has perhaps 
“married a wife, and therefore would like 
to be excused.” And still such men gener-
ally have quite an opinion of themselves, 
and they are ofttimes anxious to know 
which is the biggest, they or somebody 
else. And when such men do go upon mis-
sions, they are of very little account, they 
are ready to find excuses not to go, and 
just as ready to find excuses to return, and 
are soon reconciled to the fact that “there 
is no place like home,” and that “Jordan 
is a hard road to travel;” they have all 
kinds of difficulties to encounter, meet-
ing with lions in their way, etc. Did you 
ever remember the time when the Elders 
felt a desire to preach the Gospel, and 
men were ready with open arms to receive 
those who proclaimed it? I believe the 
Scripture to be true today which says, “I 
will take you one of a city, and two of a 
family, and I will bring you to Zion.” We 
profess to be Apostles of the Lord bearing 
his Gospel message to the nations of the 
earth; then let us exhibit a little more of 
the apostolic power and zeal when we go 
out among our fellow men, realizing that 
we have got the light and life and power 
of God with us; and that we are sent to 
teach and not to be taught of men, to con-
trol circumstances, in a great measure, by 
the power of the Priesthood, instead of al-
lowing ourselves to be controlled so much. 
We have not got through with the work, 
we have only just commenced it. Here are 
our fallen brethren, the Lamanites. What 
an extensive work opens up among them, 
which must yet be done, but which will 
not fairly commence until we approxi-
mate to the consummation of our mission 
to the Gentile world. And when we shall 
have introduced more fully the Gospel,
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