THE GOSPEL REVEALED, ETC.

But then all of you have not done this,
neither do you do it. "But are you in
hopes that something of that kind will
be accomplished?" Yes, of course we are.
Well, how is it now with our Temple
affairs, there has been a change made
in relation to these matters? The High
Priests and Seventies were called upon
to contribute in this direction, and they
did it, and did well, which is praisewor-
thy. If I remember correctly, the whole
amount subscribed during the year was
some sixty-three thousand dollars, and
this act not only facilitated the building
of the Temple, but also rendered employ-
ment to a great many of our brethren.
Now, President Young, before he left us,
said that after the Stakes of Zion were
organized, these subscriptions should be
made through the Bishops, instead of
through the Presidents of these several
Quorums. Some would be ready to sug-
gest that we do away with that, and use
the Tithing instead. I am, as I have said,
in hopes that we will be able to do that by
and by, but I do not think you can today.
We wish to take a steady, even course,
and advance in improvements gradually,
as our way shall open. I will show you
what effect these sudden changes has.
We talk about the Seventies, and the
High Priest and Elders, and what they
have done. But it is not generally known
that the result of that sudden change
was that Bishop Hunter had to furnish
supplies for 50 or 60 men out of the
Tithing Office. And our experience con-
vinces us that any sudden changes in re-
lation to these matters, might prove dis-
astrous, causing perhaps the stoppage of
some of our works.

I find there is considerable means
owing by the Church, and I will speak
a little about that, believing as I do
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that in making such things public, that
all may have an understanding of our
position. There were some propositions
made to the Twelve, when they were
in Cache Valley, lately, the substance
of which was in the form of a request
that the Tithing of that Temple District,
comprising three Stakes, be used on the
Temple now building. This, doubtless,
seemed very desirable to them, but some
of us thought, and so expressed our-
selves, that if this request were granted,
then the people of the other two Temple
districts would, of course, want the same
favor extended to them, which could not
well be denied. And if this were done,
how could we meet all the other ex-
penses? Perhaps some of you wise men
can tell me; the brethren of Cache Valley
could not. There are thousands of dol-
lars owing in different directions, which
I am constantly called upon to meet, and
if our resources were stopped, we could
not carry out certain public labors re-
quired of us, and should be unable to pay
our debts. But, with the hearty and con-
tinued cooperation of my brethren, I am
in hopes that we will so work things be-
fore very long, that we shall be able to
ease up in some of these matters, and
have things move along a little more
agreeable. We do not wish anybody to
feel oppressed or crowded, but, on the
other hand, we want to feel as we sing
sometimes—"We are the freeborn sons of
Zion," etc.; and that it is "all free grace
and free will." I mention these things to
show you that there are responsibilities
that many of the people little dream of.
Bro. Joseph mentioned one thing
this morning to which I think I
should have demurred a little, and I
think you will when I tell you. In
speaking about the poor people, that



