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the keys given for our introduction into

the Church of Jesus Christ, are as ef-

fectual in this our day as they were in

the days of the former Apostles. Some

might say, Why would not some other

ordinance do as well? Simply because

these were the principles ordained for

that purpose before the world was. It is

not a new feature in the Gospel, some-

thing started a few years ago. From

what I have read, we find they are eter-

nal principles; that they existed and

were ordained for our salvation before

the foundation of the world, and cannot

be changed. We must comply with the

principles of the eternal law, in order to

obtain eternal blessings. I want to im-

press these principles upon your minds,

for there is no "think so" and "guess so"

about these things, for the Lord him-

self has decreed them, and I bear record

that they are true. I hope these princi-

ples will make a lasting impression upon

your minds, that you may devote your-

selves more fully to the service of the

Lord, and faithfully obey all the com-

mandments which he has given us, and

may give us hereafter.

There is another principle to which I

will call your attention; that is, the pre-

existence of spirits. Before we came into

this world we had an existence with the

Father in the heavens. We are eternal

beings. How do you know that? one

might say. We know it by the revela-

tions of Jesus Christ, which bring life

and immortality to light. It was re-

vealed to Abraham and many of the an-

cient Prophets, and it has been revealed

unto us in these the last days. We are

told that before the inhabitants of the

earth had an existence in the flesh, they

had an existence in the spirit world; and

that it was necessary to come into this

world and be clothed with mortality. And

why was it necessary? Because we could

not attain to an exaltation without com-

ing here. Many people think this is

a world of sorrows, and a very horrid

world to live in. So it may seem to some

people, but I think that it is a glorious

world, for it is here we are enabled to

obtain our blessings and endowments.

We come into this world weak and frail

mortals. We have an agency given us,

with an opportunity of doing good and

evil. We are invited to obey the Gospel,

which embraces principles that will en-

dow the willing and obedient with exal-

tation and eternal life. But our agency

is not taken from us. We have placed

before us light and darkness, the bitter

and the sweet, exaltation and degrada-

tion, life and death, and we have rea-

son and intelligence given us, by which

to judge and choose for ourselves. By

choosing the good and obeying the prin-

ciples of truth, we are entitled to the

spirit of revelation, and by that spirit

only can we know God the eternal Fa-

ther, and his Son Jesus Christ. Is it

not important that we should know God?

Surely it is; for to know God, and his

Son Jesus Christ, is eternal life. So

notwithstanding we have our trials and

sufferings here, we have joys and hap-

piness likewise, and we learn to dis-

cern and appreciate the difference be-

tween good and evil. An opportunity

is also afforded us in this world to in-

crease in faith and wisdom, and in all

that leads to exaltation and eternal life.

And we are told that all the intelligence

we gain in this world will rise up with

us in the resurrection. Now, who is there

among the Saints that does not want to

learn something concerning the princi-

ples of life and salvation? We should,

above all people, be diligent in seek-

ing to know the principles of truth, that


