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would say to such, do not receive nor
partake of that which leads to destruc-
tion. Hundreds and thousands have
been overcome by this evil, and are now
suffering the consequences of their folly.
We should be prepared to resist every
evil, if we do not we shall bring trouble
upon ourselves. It will not be because
we do not understand the laws of God,
but because we do not observe them. I
trust my brethren will remember these
things, and that they will make a lasting
impression on your minds. I want you
to remember that you are eternal beings,
that God is eternal, and that the princi-
ples he has revealed to us are eternal—
that you have an opportunity of receiv-
ing them, and that you must give an
account of all your actions, and will be
rewarded according to the principles of
righteousness.

We have learned that there is a war-
fare between good and evil, and we are
free to choose the one or the other. We
have learned what is required of us, and
what our privileges are as Saints of God;
and if we do not receive and obey the
principles of truth, and secure the bless-
ings of salvation for ourselves, and for
our dead, we shall know it when we get
into the eternal world; we shall know
that we have failed to comply with the
condition on which they are promised.
Don't you think we shall be sorry when
we discover what we have lost? I think
we shall. And how long shall we be
sorry? Can we think of any time in fu-
ture ages when we will not be sorry if we
lose this opportunity of obtaining salva-
tion? When we have sorrowed for thou-
sands of years, we shall still be sorry
if we neglect this great salvation; we
shall forever sorrow if we do not improve
our opportunities and lay hold of eter-
nal life. I want you to think of these
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things, for now is the time to avoid the
trouble that might come upon us, and to
secure our future happiness and exalta-
tion, by carrying out the principles re-
vealed for our salvation.

The Lord has greatly blessed us, and
we have great reason to thank him for
our homes in these mountains. We have
been led by him in all our travels, and
he has blessed us in all our labors. We
have reason to thank him more abun-
dantly for the fullness of the Gospel, and
for the promise of eternal life. We are
told by him that it is his business to
provide for his Saints. Now the better
Saints we are, the better the Lord will
provide for us. He has told us through
his Prophet, that his Saints shall be the
richest of all people. But here comes the
question, are we his Saints? It should be
remembered that we must be one, or we
are none of his; and to become one, we
must allow the Lord to dictate all our ac-
tions and lead us in his way. If we have
our own way we shall do as the world
does. The Lord wants to build up a peo-
ple like the people of Enoch, who had no
poor among them. If it was necessary
that such a condition of society should
exist then, is it less so now? The nations
of the earth, and the large cities of the
United States, are crowded with the poor
and indigent, thousands and millions
among them suffer for want of bread;
how thankful we ought to be for our con-
dition in these mountains, where we en-
joy peace and plenty, and if not very rich
we are not very poor. It is written that
against none is the Lord displeased, but
against those who do not acknowledge
his hand in all things. And those who
feel themselves poor, should acknowl-
edge in it the hand of the Almighty
and be comforted, for poverty is a most
excellent thing; 'tis the poor in this



