
December, 1832, believing that we may 
derive some comfort and encouragement, 
as well as enlightenment by doing so.

He then read section lxxxviii, Doctrine 
and Covenants, new edition, from the 3rd 
to the 32nd verse inclusive.

These are the words of God unto us, 
words that were not spoken in some re-
mote period of the world, and handed 
down to us by the traditions of our fathers, 
but they are the words of the Almighty 
spoken directly to our brethren chosen by 
God to be his mouthpiece and revelators 
to the people of this time. They are, there-
fore, words of truth, and of eternal life, 
words upon which we may rely with the 
utmost confidence, without doubt or mis-
giving, or fear of yielding to the caprice of 
vain philosophy, for they are not the words 
of man, but of God.

It is well for us to realize, if we possi-
bly can—and we can if we enjoy a suffi-
cient portion of the Spirit of God—that 
we are living in an age in which the Father 
in heaven has deigned to visit his children, 
making himself known by declaring his 
law and his word, by his own mouth and 
by his own presence. If we could always re-
alize this, it appears to me that we would 
place greater reliance upon the words of 
eternal life which have come unto us; we 
would thereby be induced to live so near to 
the Lord, and be so faithful in the discharge 
of our duties, as the covenant people of 
God, that our hearts would burn with grate-
ful joy, we would be inclined to that which 
is pleasing and acceptable unto the Lord, all 
the day long, and we would eschew even the 
appearance of evil. In all the varied scenes of 
life, we would never forget him, disobey his 
will, nor neglect a duty; but we would abide  
in the covenant of the Gospel, in the

love of God and of our fellow creatures, 
doing the works of righteousness, not 
omitting to improve an opportunity to do 
good. It is necessary for us to understand 
these things and bear them in mind, in or-
der to abide the law which has been given 
unto us, a portion of which I have read to 
you; and which is necessary for us to obey, 
in order to be found keeping the celestial 
law, and in order to be quickened by that 
glory, that our souls, which are our bodies 
and spirits, may be redeemed and restored 
to life and immortality, to possess crowns 
of glory and exaltation, which are to be 
had only in the celestial kingdom; in other 
words, that we may be quickened by the 
celestial glory and receive a fullness thereof, 
according to this revelation.

God has given laws to govern all his 
works, and especially has he given laws to 
govern his people, who are his sons and 
daughters. We have come to sojourn in the 
flesh, to obtain tabernacles for our immor-
tal spirits; or in other words, we have come 
for the purpose of accomplishing a work 
like that which was accomplished by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The object of our earth-
ly existence is that we may have a fullness 
of joy, and that we may become the sons 
and daughters of God, in the fullest sense 
of the word, being heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Jesus Christ, to be kings and 
priests unto God, to inherit glory, domin-
ion, exaltation, thrones, and every power 
and attribute developed and possessed by 
our heavenly Father. This is the object of 
our being on this earth. In order to attain 
unto this exalted position, it is necessary 
that we go through this mortal experience, 
or probation, by which we may prove our-
selves worthy, through the aid of our older 
brother, Jesus. The spirit without the body 
is not perfect, it is not capacitated, without
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