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to receive if found faithful to the law of

the celestial kingdom, but only in part.

The righteous spirit that departs from

this earth is assigned its place in the Par-

adise of God; it has its privileges and

honors which are in point of excellency,

far above and beyond human compre-

hension; and in this sphere of action, en-

joying this partial reward for its righ-

teous conduct on the earth, it continues

its labors, and in this respect is very dif-

ferent from the state of the body from

which it is released. For while the body

sleeps and decays, the spirit receives a

new birth; to it the portals of life are

opened; it is born again into the pres-

ence of God. The spirit of our beloved

sister in taking its departure from this

world is born again into the spirit world,

returning there from the mission it had

been performing in this state of proba-

tion, having been absent a few years

from Father, Mother, kindred, friends,

neighbors, and from all that was dear; it

has returned nearer to the home circle,

to old associations and scenes, much in

the same way as a man who comes home

from a foreign mission, to join again his

family and friends and enjoy the plea-

sures and comforts of home. This is the

condition of her whose remains now lie

before us, or of everyone who has been

faithful to virtue and purity, while trav-

eling here below; but more especially

of those who while here had the priv-

ilege of obeying the Gospel, and who

lived true and faithful to its covenants.

They instead of continuing here among

the things of time, surrounded as we are

with the weaknesses of a fallen world,

and subject to earthly cares and sorrows,

are freed from them to enter a state

of joy, glory and exaltation; not a ful-

ness of either, but to await the morn-

ing of the resurrection of the just, to

come forth from the grave to redeem the

body, and be reunited with it, and thus

become a living soul, an immortal being

never more to die. Having accomplished

its work, having gone through its earthly

probation, and having fulfilled its mis-

sion here below, it is then prepared for

the knowledge and glory and exaltation

of the celestial kingdom. This Jesus did;

and he is our forerunner, he is our ex-

emplar. The path which he marked out

we have got to walk in, if we ever ex-

pect to dwell, and be crowned with him

in his kingdom. We must obey and put

our trust in him, knowing that he is the

Savior of the world.

It is not a difficult thing for me to

believe this; I read the Bible in which

I find narrations of many of his do-

ings, sayings, precepts, and examples.

And I do not believe that any upright,

honest man or woman, possessing com-

mon intelligence, can read the Gospels of

the New Testament and the testimonies

therein given of the Savior, without intu-

itively feeling that he was what he pro-

fessed to be. For every upright, hon-

est person is possessed, more or less, of

the Holy Spirit, and this holy messen-

ger in the hearts of men bears record

of the word of God; and when all such

read these inspired writings, with hon-

esty of heart and meekness of spirit, di-

vested of prejudices and the false con-

ceptions arising from traditions and er-

roneous training, the Spirit of the Lord

bears witness in unmistakable language

that burns with conviction, therefore,

I believe that Jesus was the Christ,

the Savior, the only begotten of the

Father; and this too through reading

the Bible. But do we depend upon

the Bible for this conviction and knowl-

edge? No, thank the Lord we do not.

What else have we to impart this know-


