AN AGE OF VISITATION, ETC.

within the reach of all that live upon the
earth. Therefore, I could not rest satis-
fied with myself until I had fully availed
myself of my privileges.

It is given to us to know these things
for ourselves. God has said he will show
these things unto us; and for this pur-
pose the Holy Ghost has been imparted
to all who are entitled to it through sub-
mission, which bears record of the Fa-
ther and the Son, and also takes of the
things of God and shows them unto man.
Convictions that we may previously have
had respecting the truth the Holy Ghost
confirms, giving us a positive assurance
of their correctness, and through it we
obtain a personal knowledge, not as one
that has been told, but as one that has
seen, felt, heard, and that knows for
himself.

Then, in standing before you, my
brethren and sisters, as a humble instru-
ment in the hands of God, I testify, not
by virtue of the knowledge I may have
derived from books, but by the revela-
tions of God to me, that Jesus is the
Christ. I know that my Redeemer lives;
I know that although the worms may de-
stroy this body, that I shall in my flesh
see God, and I shall behold him for my-
self and not for another. This light has
come to me, and is in my heart and
mind, and of it I testify, and through
and by it I testify, and I know whereof
I speak. God has called me, in con-
nection with my brethren, to this mis-
sion, and this is our testimony to the
whole world. I therefore say, there is
no death here, instead of death it is life
to the departed. That which we call
death is merely the slumber and rest
of this mortal clay, and that only for a
little season, while the spirit, the life,
has gone to enjoy again the presence
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and society of those from whence it came,
and to whom it is joy again to return.
And this will be the condition of the righ-
teous until the morning of the resurrec-
tion, when the spirit will have power to
call forth the lifeless frame to be united
again, and they both become a living
soul, an immortal being, filled with the
light and power of God. I am a wit-
ness of these things. Am I alone? No;
there are tens of thousands today that
can bear this testimony. They, too, know
it for themselves; God has shown it to
them, they have received the Holy Ghost,
which has born witness of these things
in their hearts, and they likewise are
not dependent upon books, nor upon the
words of another, for they have received
a knowledge from God themselves, and
know as he knows, and see as he sees
in relation to these plain and precious
things.

What reason have we to mourn?
None, except that we are deprived for
a few days of the society of one whom
we love. And if we prove faithful while
in the flesh we will soon follow, and be
glad that we had the privilege of pass-
ing through mortality, and that we lived
in a day in which the fullness of the Ev-
erlasting Gospel was preached, through
which we will be exalted, for there is
no exaltation but through obedience to
law. Every blessing, privilege, glory, or
exaltation is obtained only through obe-
dience to the law upon which the same
is promised. If we will abide the law,
we shall receive the reward; but we can
receive it on no other ground. Then let
us rejoice in the truth, in the restora-
tion of the Priesthood—that power del-
egated to man, by virtue of which the
Lord sanctions in the heavens what man
does upon the earth. The Lord has
taught us the ordinances of the Gos-



