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pel by which we may perfect our exal-
tation in his kingdom. We are not liv-
ing as the heathen, without law; that
which is necessary for our exaltation has
been revealed. Our duty, therefore, is
to obey the laws, then we shall receive
our reward, no matter whether we are
cut down in childhood, in manhood or
old age; it is all the same, so long as we
are living up to the light we possess, we
shall not be shorn of any blessing, nor
deprived of any privilege; for there is a
time after this mortal life, and there is a
way provided by which we may fulfil the
measure of our creation and destiny, and
accomplish the whole great work that we
have been sent to do, although it may
reach far into the future before we fully
accomplish it. Jesus had not finished
his work when his body was slain, nei-
ther did he finish it after his resurrection
from the dead, although he had accom-
plished the purpose for which he then
came to the earth, he had not fulfilled
all his work. And when will he? Not
until he has redeemed and saved every
son and daughter of our father Adam
that has or ever will be born upon this
earth to the end of time, except the sons
of perdition. That is his mission. We
will not finish our work until we have
saved ourselves, and then not until we
shall have saved all depending upon us;
for we are to become saviors upon Mount
Zion, as well as Christ. We are called to
this mission. The dead are not perfect
without us, neither are we without them.
We have a mission to perform for and
in their behalf; we have a certain work
to do in order to liberate those who, be-
cause of their ignorance and the unfavor-
able circumstances in which they were
placed while here, are unprepared for
eternal life; we have to open the door for
them, by performing ordinances which
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they cannot perform for themselves, and
which are essential to their release from
the "prison house," to come forth and live
according to God in the spirit, and be
judged according to man in the flesh.

The Prophet Joseph Smith has said
that this is one of the most important
duties that devolves upon the Latter-
day Saints. And why? Because this is
the dispensation of the fullness of times,
which will usher in the millennial reign,
and in which all things spoken by the
mouth of holy Prophets, since the world
began, must be fulfilled, and all things
united, both which are in heaven and in
the earth. We have got that work to do,
or at least all we can of it, leaving the
balance to our children, in whose hearts
we should instil the importance of this
work, rearing them in the love of the
truth and in the knowledge of these prin-
ciples, so that when we pass away, hav-
ing done all we can do, they will then
take up the labor and continue it until
it is consummated.

May the Lord bless this bereaved
family and comfort them in their de-
privation. Those who die in the Lord
shall not taste of death. When Adam
partook of the forbidden fruit he was
cast out from the presence of God into
outer darkness; that is, he was shut
out from the presence of his glory and
the privilege of his society, which was
spiritual death. This was the first
death; this indeed was death; for he
was shut out from the presence of God,
and ever since Adam's posterity have
been suffering the penalty of this spir-
itual death, which is banishment from
his presence and the society of holy be-
ings. This first death will also be the sec-
ond death. Now we look upon the mor-
tal remains of our departed sister; her
immortal part has gone. Where? Into
outer darkness?—banished from the pre-



