
Heathen nations, as they are termed by 
Christians, have less definite ideas of their 
Creator, though all of them entertain the 
common notion of the Deity, and seek to 
worship him, though it may be in a crude 
way, and very undefined. Sometimes they 
are accused of worshipping the work of 
their own hands—images made of wood, 
of stone, iron and brass, and various other 
materials, and other nations, tribes and 
tongues are accused of worshipping ani-
mals of various kinds. They have their sa-
cred elephants, crocodiles, or other beasts 
of the earth, whom they learn either to love 
or fear and worship, either as “friend” or 
“foe.” Yet when we become acquainted 
with these nations and find out their in-
ward faith, we find that none of them look 
upon these as anything but representations 
of Deity. They do not see Deity before 
them, they do not walk, and talk, and con-
verse, and eat, drink, and sleep with the 
being whom they have in their minds as 
God, but they set up before them some-
thing they can see, to represent him, and as 
soon as they begin and rear up before them 
some representation of Deity—one repre-
sentative they consider to be about equal 
to another, and if it is the work of men’s 
hands, it is something that corresponds to 
their ideas of a Deity, and whether it be in 
his exact likeness or not they know not—
not having formed a personal acquaintance 
with him, nor having any likeness of him, 
from which they can pattern after—one 
image answers as well as another, or one 
representation as well as another. But all 
these are but representations of Deity. And 
no nation has been found upon the earth, 
tribe or tongue, but what have some mode 
of worship, or some faith in the Deity, and 
feel the need of honoring a superior Being.

This craving of the human heart is uni-
versal; and education does not remove it. 
It is not confined to barbarous tribes and 
less cultivated people. All nations may 
have their skeptics, and in many enlight-
ened nations of modern times, there is an 
evident tendency to infidelity; yet those 
who seriously entertain doubts of the ex-
istence of a Supreme Being, are generally 
those who have a smattering of learning 
and have become mad in this particular. 
The thorough scientist is forced to recog-
nize the existence of the Great Supreme. 
They cannot get around it, or arrive at any 
other conclusion, than that the great wheel 
of nature is moved by an overruling hand, 
and the regularity and uniformity that is 
found in all her laws, are traceable to that 
Supreme Being, and unaccountable upon 
any other principle. It is almost impossible 
for them to arrive at any other conclusion, 
and where, in the history of the world, is it 
chronicled of any great astronomer that he 
was an infidel? Anyone that has the mind, 
and whose researches have enabled him to 
stretch out and begin to comprehend and 
fathom the greatness of the works of cre-
ation, that has not in the most humble and 
reverential manner acknowledged God? 
Those who deny him as I said before, are 
those that have a partial education; and a 
little learning is intoxicating to the brain.

As the great English poet says:
A little learning is a dangerous thing! 
Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring;
Those shallow drafts intoxicate the brain,
And drinking largely sobers us again.

It is those that gain a little knowledge, 
and begin their researches in various 
branches of science, but do not fathom 
them, who are bewildered in their imagi-
nations, and they tend to infidelity.
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