THERE IS A GOD, ETC.

pose, and combining a whole, a grand
union—a little kingdom composed of
many kingdoms, united and constitut-
ing the grand whole, the being we call
man, but which in the language of these
Scriptures was called Adam—male and
female created he them, and called their
name Adam, which in the original, in
which these Scriptures were written by
Moses, signifies “the first man.” There
was no effort at distinguishing between
the one half and the other, and calling one
man and the other woman. This was an
after distinction, but the explanation of
it is—one man, one being, and he called
their name Adam. But he created them
male and female, for they were one, and
he says not unto the woman multiply,
and to the man multiply, but he says unto
them, multiply and reproduce your spe-
cies, and replenish the earth. He speaks
unto them as belonging together, as con-
stituting one being, and as organized in
his image and after his likeness. And the
Apostle Paul, treating upon this subject
in the same way, says that man was cre-
ated in the likeness of God, and after the
express image of his person. John, the
Apostle, in writing the history of Jesus,
speaks in the same way; that Jesus was in
the likeness of his Father, and express im-
age of his person. And if the revelations
that God has made of himself to man,
agree and harmonize upon this theory,
and if mankind would be more believ-
ing, and accept the simple, plain, clear
definition of Deity, and description of
himself which he has given us, instead
of hunting for some great mystery, and
seeking to find out God where he is not
and as he is not, we all might understand
him. There is no great mystery about it;
no more mystery about it than there is
about ourselves, and our own relationship
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to our father and mother, and the relation-
ship of our own children to us. That which
we see before our eyes, and which we are
experiencing from time to time, day to
day, and year to year, is an exemplification
of Deity.

“What,” says one, “do you mean we
should understand that Deity consists of
man and woman?” Most certainly I do. If
I believe anything that God has ever said
about himself, and anything pertaining to
the creation and organization of man upon
the earth, I must believe that Deity consists
of man and woman. Now this is simplifying
it down to our understanding, and the great
Christian world will be ready to open their
mouths and cry, “Blasphemy! Sacrilege!”
Open wide their eyes and wide their
mouths in the utmost astonishment. What!
God a man and woman? The Shakers say
he was, and Ann Lee says, “Christ came in
the form of a man in the first place, and
now comes in the form of a woman,” and
she was that form.

Then these Christians—they say he has
no form, neither body, parts nor passions.
One party says he is a man, and the other
says he is a woman. I say he is both. How
do you know? I only repeat what he says of
himself; that he created man in the image
of God, male and female created he them,
and he called their name Adam, which sig-
nifies in Hebrew, the first man. So that the
beings we call Adam and Eve were the first
man placed here on this earth, and their
name was Adam, and they were the express
image of God. Now, if anybody is disposed
to say that the woman is in the likeness
of God and that the man was not, and if
vice versa, | say you are both wrong, or else
God has not told us the truth.
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