THERE IS A GOD, ETC.

to show us any great exploits of any of
these inferior grades of being to indicate
that there was any such vitality in them,
as to develop in their future progress, the
present order of beings we call man. But
if there is any truth in the history given
us by Moses, this being we call man, is
only God in embryo. And Moses tells
us that the Creator conversed with this
man whom he called Adam, consisting
of male and female. He conversed with
them, showed himself to them, spoke
with them at different times, gave them
instructions, gave them his law, visited
them repeatedly in their new home, in
the place we call the Garden of Eden, the
garden that the Lord planted for man—
eastward in Eden. And after he was
driven out from the face of his Creator,
from the Garden, and the veil was drawn
between him and his Creator, yet from
time to time God was wont to draw aside
that veil and show himself, and we not
only find that Adam and Eve had fre-
quent intercourse with their Creator and
talked with him personally as we talk
with our children and they with us; but
we find many of Adam's descendants ob-
tained like privileges of seeing their Cre-
ator, and speaking with him, receiving
instructions from him. Enoch, the sev-
enth from Adam, it was said walked with
God, and enjoyed this privilege for three
hundred years. From time to time the
veil was drawn aside, and whenever he
desired, and it was expedient to receive
instructions and counsels from his Fa-
ther and Creator he enjoyed this privi-
lege, and the Father came and showed
himself to him and spoke with him.
The same may be said of Noah and of
Abraham, who conversed with him, and
the Scriptures tell us, furthermore, that
Abraham killed the fatted calf, and pre-
pared savory meat for a meal, and set
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before him and he ate with him.

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
was born of the Virgin Mary, the Scrip-
tures tell us; and she bare record of it,
and there were many witnesses of this
fact, and the record teaches us that he
was begotten by the power of God, and
not of man, and that she had no inter-
course with mortal man in the flesh until
after she gave birth to the Savior, who is
called the Son of God. I will also say that
Adam was called the Son of God.

Matthew, in giving the genealogy of
Jesus Christ, traces it back from his
mother, through the lineage of the fa-
thers, back to David, from David to Abra-
ham, from Abraham to Noah, and Noah
to Adam; when he gets back to Adam he
says, "Which was the Son of God." But
Jesus was begotten by the power of God
and not by a mortal in the flesh. And
the New Testament tells us that God
sent his angel to visit this beautiful Vir-
gin Mary, and to make known unto her
that she was chosen of the Lord to be
the Mother of Jesus who should be the
Savior of this people. And the messen-
ger or the angel sent to her was designed
to prepare her mind, her heart and her
faith for this great work unto which
the Lord had chosen her. And he said
unto her, "The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the power of the High-
est shall overshadow thee, and therefore
that Holy Thing that shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of God." This
Jesus, therefore, partook of this divine
nature; he partook also of the human,
the mortal, through the mother. And be-
cause he had partaken of the human—
the mortal through the another, he
became subject unto death, the same
as all other mortal beings; for death
passed upon our first parents, Adam
and Eve, through their partaking of



