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short life time; but it is to gather out

men and women, and locate and orga-

nize them, and classify them together,

and instruct them, and lead them on

and inspire them with faith, and build

them up, and teach them the laws of life

and health, and lift them up that they

may exercise faith, and lay hold upon the

promises of God and climb up upon this

chain that is laid down from the Gods

of eternity to their children on earth.

Climbing by this chain till they are built

up in Christ, our living head, and become

one with Christ Jesus, for, says the Apos-

tle Paul, We are heirs of God and joint

heirs with Jesus Christ.

Now, again, that same Paul says, in

the same epistle to the Ephesians, that

Christ set in his Church first Apostles,

secondly Prophets, and thirdly Evange-

lists, Pastors, and Teachers, and gifts

and healings. All these hath he placed

in his Church for the perfecting of the

Saints, and for the work of the ministry,

and for the perfecting of his people, that

they may grow up unto Christ, our living

head, and all the parts being fitly joined

together may become perfect in him.

Here are the objects of this organization

of this Priesthood, and the ordinances

thereof, and the power of godliness, that

is made manifest unto man in the flesh,

and through it to urge them on, faster,

further and further, until they shall at-

tain to this fullness of eternal power and

the Godhead. And that we may not lose

sight of this high calling of God in Christ

Jesus, which has come down unto us,

and that we may not turn back to the

beggarly elements of the world, but cast

away the lusts of the flesh, and the pride

of life, and all the vanities and follies of

this mortal state, and learn to appreciate

our true position, and our high and holy

calling, and labor to perfect ourselves

through the Gospel, and in obedience to

his ordinances, till we shall become heirs

of God and joint heirs with Christ, ris-

ing up to the eternal power and Godhead

and the perfection that is in him, is my

prayer, through Jesus Christ our Lord,

Amen.


