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God, consisting of three persons, without
body, without parts, without passions.

In reading these things when a
boy, and not having reflected much, I
thought, of course, it was one of the
mysteries which we were not permitted
to understand. I did not then perceive
the absurdity of the idea, incorporated
as one of the articles of faith of a great
and numerous religious body. But after I
grew up to manhood, and reflected upon
these things, and began to try to grasp in
my mind and comprehend, in some mea-
sure, a being consisting of two other be-
ings beside himself, and yet having no
body, I could not do it. It was a con-
tradiction in my mind, something that
did not look consistent; and especially
when they, in order to make the thing
so plain, in their estimation, that nobody
might misunderstand them, declare that
he has no parts. Consequently he does
not occupy any portion of finite or infinite
space. However minutely we may divide
a cubic inch of space, though separated
into millions of parts, yet every one of
these minute portions are parts of the cu-
bic inch; and when you speak about that
which has no parts, then you come to the
representation of nothing; then you come
to the modern Christian God, as repre-
sented in their discipline, and in their ar-
ticles of faith. I have ofttimes wondered
how it is, that there are so many who be-
lieve in these absurd ideas; men of in-
telligence, men that would scorn to be-
lieve such principles connected with nat-
ural philosophy, and with the sciences of
the day, yet so mistaken in their minds,
and so infatuated by false religions, as to
conceive of the existence of a being that
has no parts.

Now let me say something about
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that being, the subject of our text. "God
is light, and in him is no darkness at
all." Does he exist as a person? Yes.
Has he a Son called his Only Begotten?
Yes. Did his Son have a body? Yes. We
have, this afternoon been celebrating the
Lord's Supper, and commemorating his
broken body, that was crucified for us.
Had he parts? Yes, and those parts occu-
pied space just the same as all the chil-
dren of men? Yes. Was he about the com-
mon height of men? Yes. Had he dimen-
sions? Yes, a body and parts. And yet we
are really told that God consists of three
persons without body or parts. Is Jesus
one of these three persons? They will
tell you so, and that these three have one
body. How did the Jews crucify him when
he had nothing to crucify? Please do not
blame me for speaking of these absurdi-
ties. But what says the Scriptures in re-
gard to these matters. Paul, in speaking
of Jesus, says, he was "the brightness of
his (Father's) glory, and the express im-
age of his person." The martyr Stephen,
in his last dying testimony said, "Be-
hold, I see the heavens opened, and the
Son of Man standing on the right hand
of God." How many persons did Stephen
see? Two; and the Son was standing on
the right hand of the Father. Then we
have testimony to show that the Father
has a right hand, and it would, therefore,
be fair to infer that be has a left hand
also. But let me refer you back to a very
early period just before, and immediately
after man first appeared on our earth;
among other things that are said of him,
you will find these words: "And God said,
Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness." And then it says, "So God cre-
ated man in his own image, in the image
of God created he him." Hence, whenever



