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that being who knows and comprehends

everything pertaining to this creation,

and knows the changes that it has un-

dergone, and how long the earth has con-

tinued in its present condition, or nearly

in its present condition.

We infer from this good book, called

King James' translation of the Bible,

that a few thousand years ago the earth

was formed. And many have supposed

that it was then formed out of noth-

ing. I need hardly say to this congrega-

tion, that no such nonsense can be found

in the Scriptures; but in the creeds of

men, may be found this idea set forth,

that God created all things from noth-

ing. Now, how do the founders of these

creeds, as well as those who believe in

them, know that he did such a thing?

Have they any revelation, from the first

chapter of Genesis to the end of the rev-

elations of St. John, which states or inti-

mates that the Lord made the earth out

of nothing? Not one. This is the addi-

tion of man; this is a tradition formed by

uninspired articles of faith and discipline

to govern people in their religious ideas;

whereas the word of God says nothing

of the kind. The materials out of which

this earth was formed, are just as eter-

nal as the materials of the glorious per-

sonage of the Lord himself. Now, he con-

sists of a body and parts, and not only of

parts but passions. He has the passion of

love, so much so that he is called a God

of love: hence this nonsense about God

having no parts nor passions is among

the inventions of human wisdom. This

being, when he formed the earth, did not

form it out of something that had no ex-

istence, but he formed it out of materi-

als that had an existence from all eter-

nity: they never had a beginning, nei-

ther will one particle of substance now in

existence ever have an end. There are

just as many particles now as there

were at any previous period of duration,

and will be while eternity lasts. Sub-

stance had no beginning; to say that

laws had no beginning would be another

thing; some laws might have been eter-

nal, while others might have had a law-

giver. But the earth was formed out of

eternal materials, and it was made to be

inhabited and God peopled it with crea-

tures of his own formation.

There have been many people in this

world so limited in their information and

knowledge, in consequence of tradition

and false creeds, and catechisms, that

they really believe that our earth is the

only creation that exists on which inhab-

itants dwell, that the stars were made

to shine for the benefit of our earth,

that the sun and moon were made es-

pecially for us, and that the earth is

the great central standard, and that all

things were made for its benefit. But

I am happy to say, that these ideas are

fast getting out of date, and that people

are beginning to learn that God is not so

limited in his power as to confine himself

to a creation so little and insignificant

as that of our earth. There is an infini-

tude of space, boundless in every direc-

tion. In other words, when I say bound-

less, I mean that it is impossible for us

to limit any bounds to that space. Has

this space materials existing in it? Yes.

(So far as our telescopes are able to pen-

etrate, and some of them go very far in-

deed.) You take Lord Ross' six foot re-

flector, and point it towards yonder heav-

ens, and you find new systems, new uni-

verses, as it were, revealed. What are

these worlds? They are mighty globes.

To say they are like our globe would

not be correct; for if they were only

little specks like our little earth, they


