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could not be seen. But they are mighty
suns, like our sun in yonder firmament.
Our sun is over twelve hundred thousand
times larger than our earth; and those dis-
tant bodies that are seen—some of them
by the naked eye, and others by the aid
of powerful glasses, are worlds of great
magnitude. For what purposes were all
these mighty worlds framed? What object
had the Lord in view in their creation?
Was it to satisfy a few individuals that
should dwell upon this little earth that
the Lord made them to twinkle in yon-
der heavens, to shine by night? Was that
the main object that he had in view? No;
he had a greater and more glorious object
than that. He has created worlds without
number, that is they cannot be numbered
by us; millions on millions have been dis-
covered by the aid of glasses, but those are
only a beginning of the immensity of the
worlds in existence; and he has made them
to be inhabited by his own offspring, or
own children, his own sons and daughters,
intelligent beings designed to be brought
up and eventually to be made like him.
You know our children become like their
parents in many respects; and you know,
too, that it is the hope of all parents that
their children, if they live, and are prop-
erly educated and trained, will grow up to
be good men and women, and that they
will possess the same intelligence, if not
more, than their parents. And we also see
other kinds of beings brought forth in the
likeness of their parents; the lion begets a
lion, not a lamb; and so with every species
of beings that exist, each begets his own
likeness. And why not we, the masterpiece
of the creations of our Father, grow up
unto all that fullness of eternal knowl-
edge and truth which he himself possesses.
If he is full of light, and in him there
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is no darkness at all, why not his children,
if they be educated and taught properly,
and prove themselves acceptable and wor-
thy before him, be brought up, in due
time, and be made like him, on the same
principle that all other things beget their
like. It is true, we are now fallen beings,
we have departed from our Father, we
have transgressed his holy laws, we have
been thrown into unhappy circumstan-
ces, in consequence of the transgres-
sion of our first parents, in the Garden
of Eden, and hence, darkness reigns over
this little creation, and has taken posses-
sion of mankind; but as they were immor-
tal when placed in the garden, and death
had no power over them, so must their
offspring (if they were permitted to have
any) have been immortal and not subject
to death. But by the fall, death came; by
sin and transgression men became subject
to death, and consequently this world of
ours became a fallen world. Our first par-
ents were in the immediate presence of
God, their Father; they could behold him
and converse with him face to face, before
the transgression. But how changed every-
thing became! They were not only cast out
of the garden, but out of the presence of
their Creator and God; cast out from the
presence of celestial beings—cast out into a
world of darkness, there to learn by sad ex-
perience many lessons, which we, perhaps,
never could have learned, had we still con-
tinued to dwell in our former condition.
Now this, no doubt, has been done in
wisdom. When we occupied our first es-
tate, dwelling in the presence of the Father,
before this world was created, we were
without bodies of flesh and bones, but pos-
sessing parts and passions then as much
as we do now; we were there as intelligent
spirits, in our present form and shape,
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