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The very fact that we have a peo-

ple, that we have a Zion, that we have

a kingdom, that we have a Church and

a Priesthood which is connected with the

heavens, and which has power to move

the heavens, and that we know that

the heavens are communicating with us,

directing the performance of this great

latter-day work in which the Latter-day

Saints are engaged, this very fact alone

should fill our hearts with humility be-

fore the Lord our God, and it should con-

tinually remind us in our reflections and

feelings of the responsibility we are un-

der both to Him and to one another, and

also of our dependence upon him for all

the blessings we enjoy of a spiritual as

well as a temporal nature.

The prayer offered up by brother

Pratt filled my mind with reflections of

the past. Almost half a century has

expired since the Prophet of God orga-

nized this Church upon the earth; but he

and most of the men who labored promi-

nently with him, in laying the founda-

tion of this Church, are not with us to-

day, their voices are hushed in death,

they have finished their earthly work,

having labored a series of years, and are

now the other side of the veil. There

are but two of the first Quorum of the

Twelve with us in the flesh, and only two

of the second Quorum. And this speaks

in loud and forcible language, at least it

does to me, that what we have to do in

the interest of the great cause of salva-

tion, we should perform it faithfully and

diligently, making the very best use of

the few remaining days we have yet to

labor in the flesh.

While I refer to the absence of our

brethren whose works remain and whose

memories are cherished, I am fully con-

scious this morning that we who are

left are not laboring alone, nor particu-

larly for our own benefit, in a temporal

point of view; but I realize that we are

called and ordained of God to labor with

him and the heavenly hosts, in the ac-

complishment of his purposes, the bring-

ing forth and establishing of his Zion

and Kingdom in the earth, and all that

has been designed to be consummated

in this the dispensation of the fullness

of times. I also sense that when I and

my brethren who still remain shall pass

away, we shall go as others have done—

we shall not take this world or any part

of it with us. When Joseph Smith died,

Nauvoo remained, he did not take it


