NO MAN CAN DIRECT THE KINGDOM OF GOD, ETC.

we are not here merely to attend to our
own secular affairs, but to learn the laws of
life, and then teach the people the way of
salvation. There was an old saying among
ancient Israel: “Hear, O Israel: the Lord
our God is one Lord: And thou shalt wor-
ship the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
with all thy mind, with all thy soul, and
with all thy strength, and him only shalt
thou worship.” And Jesus, in after time,
added a little more to this: “Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself.” God is one,
and they who dwell with him are one.
Those who will inherit the celestial king-
dom will be one when they get there; and
we, as a people, ought to be one—one in
faith, one in principle, one in practice, one
in our interests, one in our associations,
with each other and in our families, one
with God, one with the holy angels, one in
time, and one in eternity.

To bring about a union of this kind,
the principle of baptism has been in-
troduced that we all might be baptized
into one baptism, by the laying on of
hands, and through the various or-
ders of his Priesthood, we all partake of
the same spirit; and being brought into
union and communion with God, that
we all might feel after God, that the tens
of thousands, and hundreds of thou-
sands might be brought into connec-
tion with the Almighty, whose prayers
could ascend into the ears of the Lord of
Sabbaoth. And for the accomplishment
of this purpose, he selected Joseph Smith
to be the first Apostle in his Church: he
was called “not by the will of man,” nor
by the power of man, nor by the intelli-
gence of man, but by God who revealed
himself unto this young man, as also
the Savior, committing unto him a mis-
sion to perform to the inhabitants of
this earth. He was endowed with power
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and authority which was given him for
that purpose, that he might be the legiti-
mate representative of God upon the earth.
He also taught him how to organize his
Church, and put him in communication
with many of the ancient Prophets who
have long since passed away, who also
communicated with him, and revealed
unto him further the plan and design of
the Almighty in relation to this earth, and
the salvation of all who would listen to the
principles of truth.

The nations of the earth have their
representatives, their ministers, their
plenipotentiaries, empowered and sent
forth by the recognized authority of the
several nations. He was the representa-
tive of God, his credentials came from
God, and his mission extended not to
one nation only, but to all nations; and
he was authorized to establish and orga-
nize what was termed the Church and
Kingdom of God upon the earth. And
every step that he took, every principle
that he inculcated, and every doctrine that
he taught, came from God by the revela-
tions of God to him, and through him to
the people. He selected others by revela-
tion—Apostles, High Priests, Seventies,
Bishops, Elders, Priests, Teachers and
Deacons, also High Councils, and
Bishops™ Councils, and Patriarchs, and all
the various authorities and organizations
of this Church. Joseph Smith neither
knew how to select men, whom to select,
nor what their offices should be until it
was communicated by the Lord. And yet
we find that these principles revealed to
him, agree with those that existed in for-
mer ages whenever God had a Church or
people on the earth. And hence the ush-
ering in of the Gospel simply means the
revelation of the will of God to man; it
simply means the placing of mankind in
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