
been prepared to step forward and magnify 
their calling. There are many other stakes 
to be organized. Prepare yourselves, you 
High Priests, for the duties and responsi-
bilities that may devolve upon you, that 
the Church of God may be strengthened in 
all its parts, and every man in his place, all 
prepared to magnify their calling.

Then, again, there are Seventies; I think 
there are some seventy-six quorums of 
seventies. Does their duty consist merely 
in making their own plans and calcu-
lations, such as to go on a farm and live 
there all their lifetime, attending to their 
own individual affairs, or pursue any other 
avocation without considering the obli-
gations they are under by virtue of their 
Priesthood, and calling? I tell you nay. 
We have something else to do. I read in 
the revelation touching this matter, when 
the seventies were ordained, “they were to 
ordain more seventies, until there should 
be seven times seventy, if the labor in the 
vineyard required it.” They were to do this 
“if the labor in the vineyard required it.” 
In whose vineyard? Their orchards and 
farms? I do not read it so. Does this re-
fer to their merchandising? It does not so 
read. In looking after their own affairs or 
emoluments? That is not what I read; but 
for the labor of the vineyard. Whose vine-
yard, then? The vineyard of the Lord. But 
it seems that a great many of the Seventies 
have no more idea of going into the vine-
yard of the Lord, than if they held no such 
Priesthood or calling; they do not seem 
to comprehend their duties, nor their re-
sponsibilities. Hear it, O ye Seventies! 
You are called and set apart by the 
Priesthood, to act under the direction of 
the Twelve, to go forth as His messengers 
to the nations of the earth. Do you believe

it? This is your calling. Prepare yourselves 
for it. I do not want Elders coming to me, 
as some have been doing, after having 
been called upon missions saying, I pray 
thee have me excused. And I call upon the 
first President of the Seventies to instruct 
the various Presidents of Seventies, and 
they in turn the members of their several 
quorums, in regard to their duties; and to 
live themselves so that the spirit of the liv-
ing God may rest down upon them, that 
they may indeed be qualified to teach their 
brethren what their duties are, that they 
may prepare themselves to magnify them. 
Instead, therefore, of everyone seeking his 
own individual gain from his own quarter, 
let every man feel that he is a servant of 
the living God, a messenger to the nations 
of the earth, and that when the Lord calls 
upon him, through the proper authority, 
to do a certain work, he must obey, and 
that readily and willingly! These are the 
duties and responsibilities that devolve 
upon you, my brethren of the Seventies.

And it is the duty of the Elders also to 
magnify their callings; to feel after God and 
to seek instruction from Him, and to mag-
nify their calling and Priesthood at home 
or abroad, being governed by the Holy 
Priesthood, in regard to their duties, that 
they may be acceptable to the Lord, and 
magnify their callings with all diligence 
and fidelity, and then it is the duty of the 
Presidents of Stakes to look after the inter-
est and welfare of their own people under 
their Presidency, not in a formal manner, 
but as interested in their welfare, having a 
lively desire to benefit and build them up, 
both spiritually and temporally, and per-
fect them in righteousness, purging out 
when necessary the ungodly, lifting up and 
exalting the poor, and blessing and benefit- 
ing everybody according to the principles
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