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of righteousness and truth, guarding

their virtue and their honor, and see

that men are honorable, that they regard

their word of more value than their bond,

that all people may rely on them; men

who, in the language of the Prophet, will

swerve to their own hurt and change not,

and who will do that which is right and

equitable before God. It is their duty,

and the duty of the Bishops and also that

of the High Priests and Seventies and El-

ders operating with them to look after

the poor and see that they are provided

for. Do not let us have anybody crying for

bread, or suffering for the want of em-

ployment. Let us furnish employment

for all, divide up our farms and plan and

devise liberally that all who need work,

and want to be employed, may find la-

bor. And I now call upon the Presidents

of Stakes throughout Zion to give this

matter their serious and earnest atten-

tion. We have land in abundance, wa-

ter in abundance, and means in abun-

dance; let us utilize them for the common

weal. Talk about financiering! Financier

for the poor, for the working man, who

requires labor and is willing to do it,

and act in the interest of the commu-

nity, for the welfare of Zion, and in the

building up of the kingdom of God upon

the earth. This is your calling; it is not

to build up yourselves, but to build up

the Church and kingdom of God; and see

that there is no cause for complaining in

all your villages and cities and neighbor-

hoods. Let us take hold together for the

accomplishment of this object, and pray

God to give us wisdom to carry it out, and

he will pour upon us blessings that there

will not be room enough to contain.

Again, we have what is called a

Perpetual Emigration Fund. I wish

to draw the attention, not only of

the Presidents of Stakes but of the

Bishops of the various wards, and of the

whole people, to the responsibilities that

devolve upon us in relation to this mat-

ter. We seem to be dwindling down in

some of these matters, and I am sorry to

say that there is a great lack of that in-

tegrity and interest that we would like

to see manifested among our brethren.

There are those here who have assisted

with their means to the amount of up-

wards of a million dollars, which is un-

paid by those who received the benefit

of it. It was the calculation that this

means should be used to bring those of

our brethren to this land, who needed

and were worthy of this assistance, and

when you whowere thus assisted were in

distant lands praying and wishing to be

gathered to Zion, this help came to you

and you were brought here; and instead

of paying this your honest debt, you go

to work and build up yourselves, with-

out meeting your obligations, what is the

result? Those of your brethren who still

remain, who are just as worthy as you to

be gathered to Zion, are left to cry for as-

sistance. I am daily in receipt of letters

from different parts of the earth, asking

to be thus assisted pleading: "we want

to gather with the Saints, can't you help

us?" Yes, we can if you who owe the Fund

will pay your honest debts, we can then

meet all these requirements. And I call

upon the Presidents of Stakes and upon

the Bishops to look after these things,

and see that these obligations are met,

that the poor from abroad may not cry

in vain; but that we may help them, and

then they return the amount advanced

to them to assist others, and thus keep

the work rolling in the same direction.

And if this duty is not performed, how

can we expect the blessing of God to rest

upon us?

We are engaged quite extensively


