NO MAN CAN DIRECT THE KINGDOM OF GOD, ETC.

in the erection of Temples. We are build-
ing one here, and also one in Cache
Valley, and another in Sanpete, and if
we had time, and it was considered ad-
visable, we could read the report read
setting forth the receipts and disburse-
ments of these places; and I presume
we shall, before the Conference adjourns.
Suffice it to say, with all our backward-
ness in some other things, there are a
great many of the Latter-day Saints who
are doing all they can in every laudable
enterprise. I presume at the present
time there is not less than 500 men en-
gaged in rearing the walls of these Tem-
ples. And men are taking hold of it with
energy, doing all they can in many in-
stances, but not in all by a great deal.

Then in regard to our Tithing oper-
ations, Bishop Hunter informs me that
many of the people are very negligent
in regard to this matter. Now, I would
say in behalf of the people, that perhaps
there may be a partial excuse for some of
these things. We have had a very strin-
gent time for a number of years past, a
financial crisis has prevailed in the east-
ern States for some years now, and al-
most every paper reports the failure of
mercantile and business institutions—of
the failure of one firm after another; and
we have been subject, more or less, to
these depressions. The fact also must
be considered that great exertions have
been made in the building of the St.
George Temple, and also the three Tem-
ples now under way, which have already
exhausted considerable means furnished
chiefly by the people residing in those
Temple districts. I must give the people
credit for their zeal and energy in this di-
rection, which we must all acknowledge
is very commendable and praiseworthy.
And, perhaps, in the performance of this
labor many have done the best they
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could, and possibly circumstances have
so overruled that they find themselves
hardly able to meet their Tithing, for as
a rule it is those who take delight in
observing the law of Tithing that sub-
scribe to these other calls. We do not
wish to crowd or press upon the people;
but rather let us take things easily and
deliberately, seeking always to break off
the yoke of him that is bound, letting
the oppressor go free. And let our sym-
pathies be extended towards the widow
and the orphan; and while we are build-
ing Temples, paying our Tithes and of-
ferings, and doing the best we can before
God and man, we will let that go for the
present, and when we get into more fa-
vorable circumstances we will do better.
At any rate, we will keep doing with a
long pull and a strong pull, and a pull al-
together, as one in the interests of all Is-
rael. But we must not forget our duties
to the Lord.

I would say in this connection that
there are three of the Twelve appointed
to superintend the erection of these edi-
fices in these outside districts, and then
there are those residing here attending
to home affairs. And we are seeking
to act in concert and do the very best
we can. Some people have an idea that
these Temples ought to be built from
the proceeds of the Tithing; I do not ob-
ject to it in the least, providing you will
only pay your Tithing. But we cannot
build Temples with something that ex-
ists only in name. You deal honestly
with the Lord, handing over in due sea-
son that which belongs to his storehouse,
and then we will show you whether we
cannot build Temples, as well as do ev-
erything else that may be required with
it. In the mean time, we have got to
do the best we can in these matters;
and as we are personally interested in
these things, as well as our brethren, the



