TEMPLES IN ANCIENT AMERICA, ETC.

and you may not have seen them; yet
that God who has seen your labors and
diligence in building a house to his name,
has no doubt sent heavenly messengers
to hover around us, to bluff off the pow-
ers of darkness, that seek to darken the
minds of the people, and to close their
hearts against understanding. The time
will come when the faith of this peo-
ple, the pure in heart, will be sufficiently
great that when they build a house to the
name of the Lord, and do not suffer any
unclean thing to enter therein, that the
Lord will come and grace it by his pres-
ence, as well as by the presence of his
angels. That will be the time when the
pure in heart, who enter into the house
of God, will behold his face. O! what
a grand, glorious, happy privilege that
will be to the sons and daughters of the
Most High, to behold the face of him who
created them, the Father of their spirits,
who created them before the foundation
of the world. How great and glorious a
privilege for the sons and daughters of
God who are now shut out from his pres-
ence! For this cause the people of God
are commanded at all times to build a
house to his name, that he may reveal
those ordinances devised by him for the
salvation of the children before the world
was laid.

I know there are some people who
do not believe God has a face like unto
man, or in other words that we are in
his image and likeness. There has been
a great variety of views among the in-
habitants of our globe in regard to the
being or beings whom they have wor-
shipped and called God. Some have be-
lieved that he was an immaterial be-
ing. Some have believed that he had
no properties, perfection or qualities in
common with any other substance in na-
ture; that he was entirely separated from
all material nature. This seems to be
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the view of the great mass of the Chris-
tian world at the present day. Some
two hundred millions of the inhabitants
of our globe consider that God is some-
thing altogether indefinable, incompre-
hensible, a person, and yet has no parts;
consisting of three persons, Father, Son
and Holy Ghost, and yet no part of these
persons. That is a horrible idea in my
mind. My mind is so constructed that,
with all my reading and meditation, I
never could conceive of a being of that
description, and yet it is incorporated in
the articles of the Church of England,
also in the Methodist discipline, and is in
accordance with the views of almost all
the Christian world at the present day.
"God consists," say they in their creeds,
"of three persons without body, parts or
passions." I do not wish to dwell upon
this long; it is so inconsistent, so very
absurd, so contrary to all intelligence,
reason and revelation that I am willing
to throw it by without contemplating it
for any length of time. I merely men-
tion it to call to your mind the inconsis-
tencies of the religious world who pro-
fess Christianity. One of these persons,
called the Son, without body and with-
out parts, was actually crucified, died
and was buried in a tomb, and the third
day he rose again, and with his body as-
cended into heaven, when he did not pos-
sess a body. If anybody can believe such
nonsense, they are perfectly welcome to
it, only keep it away from me. I want
nothing to do with it. I never expect to
worship such a being here on earth or
throughout all the future ages of eter-
nity. I have no reverence whatever for
such a being, for I do not believe that
such a one ever existed, only in the hal-
lucinations of disordered minds.

Perhaps the strangers who are
present, if any there be, may be led



