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to inquire what kind of a being do the

Latter-day Saints worship? Let me re-

ply according to my understanding. I

believe that God—I mean God the Fa-

ther is a material personal being; that he

has a body and a spirit united together;

that his spirit within his body is mate-

rial; that he is a personage just as much

as every man in this congregation is a

personage; and let me go still further

and say that he is a personage of flesh

and of bones. Perhaps that may shock

the ideas of some of the outsiders and

they may think that to get over their im-

material god, without body or parts, we

have gone to the other extreme. Well,

whether it is to the other extreme or not,

I wish to state to you my views, and I

think they correspond with the views of

the servants of God.

God is a being, then, who has a taber-

nacle of flesh and bones in which his

spirit dwells; and this flesh, bones and

spirit are material. Strangers may be

anxious to know something more about

this personal being whom we call God

the Father. We are told that in the be-

ginning man was created in the image

of God, and we are also told that Je-

sus, the Son of God, was the express

image of His Father. The doctrine that

man, in his form and shape is in the im-

age of God, may be or may seem some-

thing new and strange to those who

are not acquainted with the principles

in this church. But why should not

men resemble God is the question, see-

ing that we are his offspring? Would

you expect that sons and daughters of

this world would be like a horse or like

the fowls of the air or the fish of the

sea? Or would you expect them to re-

semble their parents, and be in their im-

age and likeness? Do we not see in the

animal creation—of which the human

species is said to be a part—a likeness

between the parent and the offspring,

certainly we do. If then this law pre-

vails among all animated beings here

on the earth, why should we imagine

God to be entirely distinct and differ-

ent from his own sons and daughters?

Why not believe that there is a resem-

blance between them and him. When we

look at our fellow man we behold him

erect in the form of God. To be sure

there may be many deformities among

men and women, produced in many in-

stances, perhaps, by wickedness, disease

and by accident; but in the general out-

line there is resemblance among all the

human species, and there should be in

as much as their Father and God is in-

deed their Father, as any in this congre-

gation are the literal fathers of their chil-

dren. We, who compose this congrega-

tion, are all one family, and only a very

small portion of the family of our Fa-

ther and God. But when did he beget

us? I answer before this world wasmade;

not our flesh and bones, but that being

called man that was created in the im-

age and likeness of God and who dwells

in his mortal tabernacle. That being is

the offspring of God; we were all begot-

ten by him before this world was made.

We then dwelt in his presence and could

behold his face as sons and fathers here

on earth can behold each other. We

then partook, in a measure, of his glory,

and were acquainted with the glory and

power of his kingdom. We were present

with him in the grand and magnificent

work of creation, and we saw and re-

joiced in his handiwork. We sang praises

in the presence of our Father and God;

before we had tabernacles of flesh and

bones. We then assembled ourselves to-

gether as we do here on the earth; we

then accompanied our Father and God

and his Son Jesus Christ, on the grand

and glorious mission of the formation


