TEMPLES IN ANCIENT AMERICA, ETC.

of the world we now inhabit. Did
we know anything about the object for
which this world was created? Yes, we
knew that it was created expressly for
us, and we sang and rejoiced over it as
much as the people of God now rejoice,
when they erect a temple or tabernacle
to his name. When you erect a taberna-
cle to the Most High, you expect to enter
at times, and be feasted with the words
of eternal life, and to partake of the
blessings of God. So it was in regard to
the creation of this world. We were there
and I think all this generation among
all nations, kindreds, tongues and peo-
ple were present on that occasion. Shall
I limit it to this generation? No; I be-
lieve all the sons and daughters of God
who had proved themselves faithful were
assembled on that occasion. I do not in-
clude in this number the one-third part
of the family that fell, but the two-thirds
who kept the law of their first estate who
were really and truly accounted the sons
and daughters of God, the thousands and
millions who inhabit this globe besides
the generations of the past and all future
generations. Think of this and try to con-
ceive in your heart the magnitude of the
great army of the sons and daughters of
God assembled at the time the founda-
tions of this world were laid.

The Lord put a very curious ques-
tion to the old patriarch, Job, on a cer-
tain occasion. Job had been praising up
the works of God, and so far as his nar-
row mind would permit him, he tried
to magnify the greatness of his power;
but, by putting a few questions to Job
the Lord showed to him that his wis-
dom and knowledge were but foolish-
ness in the sight of his creator. Said
the Lord,"Where were you, Job, when I
laid the foundation of the earth, and the
cornerstones thereof? Where were you,
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Job, when the morning stars sang to-
gether, and all the sons of God shouted
for joy?" I do not know that Job under-
stood the pre-existence of man, it might
not have been revealed to him; at any
rate he left the Lord to answer the ques-
tion on the subject, knowing that he
would give information on the matter
that he, Job, could not give. If Job had
been a sectarian, how easily he could
have answered this question! "Why,
Lord," Job could have said, "I did not ex-
ist then, and why do you ask me such
a question?" But Job very well under-
stood that there must be something in
the pre-existence of man, or the Lord
would never have put such a question
to him. The very question itself implied
the pre-existence of Job at the time the
foundations of the earth were laid, and
it also implied a knowledge on the part
of all the sons of God of the objects of
the creations of this world; for if they
had had no such knowledge, why should
they have joined together in singing the
songs of heaven on account of it? Well,
then, we have come to the point, namely,
that we did exist in the image and like-
ness of God before the foundations of
the world were laid, and this is what is
meant when the Lord says to his only be-
gotten Son on the sixth day of creation,
"Let us make man in our image and in
our likeness, and give him dominion over
the fish of the sea, over the fowls of the
air, the beasts of the earth, and over all
the earth to subdue it," and so forth. So
God created man, male and female. He
did not tell us all the particulars of the
creation—that we were born male and
female in the spirit world, and so on, but
yet there are many sayings which indi-
cate that such was the fact. For instance,
in the books of Moses and in the books of



