
yet in the animal kingdom. Where do 
you find any species except man endowed 
with the capacity of subduing the earth, 
and controlling the elements upon it? 
Moses tells us that God said unto man, 
“have thou dominion over the earth and 
subdue it, and exercise dominion over all 
the lesser species of animal life, and over 
the fruits and herbs which shall be given 
to you for meat.” Has any other branch 
of the animal kingdom done this? When 
man is first ushered into being, he seems 
more helpless than the calf or the goat, 
but in his progress and development he 
exhibits the power of the Gods; he seizes 
the elements, and commands them into 
form and shape to suit his convenience, 
and to serve his purposes; not only does 
his superior intelligence cause the king 
of beasts, and all branches of the animal 
kingdom, to crouch beneath him, but 
every element found to exist is at his ser-
vice; by reason of this divinity in him, in 
its exercise and development, he chains 
the lightning, and makes it his servant to 
flash his thoughts or mandates over the 
earth; he touches the steam and makes 
it a motive power to waft him over land 
and sea. He makes all the elements within 
his reach subserve his purposes, and he 
invents the means by which he controls 
and handles them. I use the word “in-
vent” because it suits the pride and van-
ity of a man a little better; but the more 
appropriate term, I should say is, inspira-
tion, for no great truth was ever revealed 
to man that was not an inspiration. And 
when Watt’s, watching the trembling of 
the tea kettle lid, caused by the power 
of steam, conceived the idea of utilizing  
that power, was it invention or inspira- 
tion? When Newton, on seeing the ap-
ple fall from the tree, by questioning in 
his mind why it should fall downwards,

why not fly upwards, or to the left or right, 
his mind was being led on from this simple 
observation to the comprehension of one 
truth after another until he was able to give 
to the world the laws of gravitation; and 
from that to searching out the laws govern-
ing the planets, so that astronomers today 
can make mathematical calculations of the 
future movements of the heavenly bodies, 
with much greater accuracy than the super-
intendent of the Utah Southern Railroad 
can calculate the speed of his train. Was 
this inspiration or was in invention?

When the fathers that labored to bring 
forth and develop truth, whether scientific 
or religious—for I hold all truth to be both 
scientific and religious; in other words, 
true religion embraces all truth, for it ema-
nates from God, who is the fountain head 
of all truth, or in other words, who is in 
possession of all truth that is possible for 
us to reach at least. And for me to say that 
he has got to the end, I would no more at-
tempt to say it, than to say that you or I 
have got to the end. It is not for me, in my 
imagination and folly, to place any bounds 
to or drive a pin to lariat the gods to.

But we see that this being called man, 
said to have been formed in the im-
age of God, that he possesses the power 
of improvement, of advancement, ad 
libitum, and who shall set the bounds to 
the advancement and improvement of 
man any more than the gods of eterni-
ty? The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the 
Philippians, says, “Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, be-
ing in the form of God, thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God.” “Oh blas-
phemy!” the narrow, contracted bigot 
will cry, “Blasphemy! Paul, you naughty 
fellow, you had better take that back.”
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