ORIGIN OF MAN, ETC.

they think wrong, they talk wrong and
write wrong. What is the standard of
truth? Our Father and without him there
is no sure standard for us. Though there
are many of our own species before us,
that are advancing, that are climbing on-
ward and upward in the scale of intelli-
gence and power, and we are striving to
follow after and learn of them, yet the in-
spiration of the Almighty is the only true
source of knowledge. As Job says, “But
there is a spirit in man: and the inspira-
tion of the Almighty giveth them under-
standing.” It is the candle of the Lord,
and his spirit lights it. Proud, haughty,
self-conceited men, do, often ignore this
source of knowledge, and when they are
recipients of his grace and inspiration,
their hearts are too proud to acknowledge
it. And if any have been inspired a little
ahead of them, or have been favored with
one idea in advance of their own, they,
in their pride and bigotry, rise up and re-
sist it. Thus it was when Galileo, whose
mind had been susceptible to the inspi-
rations of the Almighty, revealed to the
world that the earth moved upon its axis.
“Blasphemy!” they cried; and the power
of the Romish Church was brought to
crush the boy. And so it has ever been
when prophet, seer, revelator, philoso-
pher, or sage has given utterance to inspi-
ration beyond his fellows; opposition was
rife against him. “We cannot stand this
innovation! Away with! Kill him, we
can’t endure it!” This is why the seed of
Abraham killed the ancient prophets, and
why they persecuted Jesus: and it is also
the selfsame reason why the prophet
Joseph Smith was martyred; he went
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a little beyond his fellows in his theory of
God, and eternity and immortality and
godliness, and his theory of human associa-
tions and morals. He was a little in advance
of the men of his time, and therefore they
could not endure it. “Let him be slain, and
let his people go to the wall!” What is the
matter? “O, they marry their wives! They
father their children, they honor and care
for them, instead of casting them into the
mire and filth of the streets to perish! The
women they marry they take truly to their
bosoms, and love, honor and cherish, and
sustain and bless them, instead of secretly
stealing around, more like low, crouching
brutes than men, to seduce the fair daugh-
ters of Eve; and when they have gratified
their lust, cast them off and their offspring,
to be forever looked upon with reproach.
O, you Latter-day Saints, we can’t endure
you! You will not descend to a level with
us, we congressmen are after you, we will
teach you morals! No matter how many
mistresses you may have, we do not enter
any complaint against that phase of it, the
bills we have introduced are not intended
to prevent your having and keeping as
many courtesans as you may choose to, but
it is to prohibit your marrying them!”

Brethren and sisters, I will not detain
you longer. God bless you. Let us be men
and women, true to ourselves, true to our
God, true to the holy religion we have
received, and by and by, those who now
scorn, revile, abuse, belie, defame, and seek
to trample us in the dust, will honor our
memory and bless our children.

That heaven may protect us is my
prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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