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all the other authorities under these pre-

siding officers of stakes are to see that

those, under their immediate watchcare,

are performing their duties, according to

the laws of heaven which have been re-

vealed for our guidance.

When all things are in proper work-

ing order, and when every bishop is liv-

ing his religion, and has the spirit of

his bishopric resting upon him, and he

fully understands the nature of his du-

ties, everything in regard to temporal af-

fairs will move like clockwork, and there

will be no running down, as it were,

of the clock, no deranging of the ma-

chinery, but every part will fulfil that

which is required of it in relation to its

particular calling, and all these various

quorums of priesthood will strive to stir

up the people to a oneness in regard

to spiritual things; thus we keep spiri-

tual and temporal things running par-

allel to each other, connected more or

less together. So that the whole church

becomes like unto one body, they be-

come equal. "And the root, and the top

thereof is equal." Indicating, when these

things are carried out strictly, that the

branches will not have power to over-

run and grow beyond the strength of

the root; neither would the roots have

power to outgrow the branches. The hus-

bandmen trimmed up the trees of the

vineyard, and they pruned them; or in

other words, the servants of the Lord

teach the people, and instruct them, so

that they may become one in all things.

What! become one in our views in re-

gard to politics? Why not? One may

say, If you undertake to carry out such

views of union in regard to political af-

fairs, you will all vote the same ticket;

there will be no division nor disunion

throughout all the Church organization,

and would not such a state of things

be antagonistic to the genius of our

American government? Wherein, I

would ask, would it be contrary? Is there

any principle connected with our govern-

ment that would forbid us, as a people,

becoming so united? Does the constitu-

tion of our country in any one particular

prohibit American citizens from uniting

and casting a solid vote in favor of any

eligible candidate who may be regularly

nominated, say for the position of Presi-

dent of the United States? I know of no

such restriction; there is none.

Supposing, then, that all the states of

this union at the next general election,

should, without one dissenting voice,

conclude in their own minds to vote for

one and the same individual, making

him our president, what part or portion

of the Constitution of our country would

be violated by such a united effort? None

whatever; because it is the privilege of

the people to unite or divide as they may

choose, there being no compulsion one

way or the other.

Which is calculated to produce the

greatest good, union throughout all the

states, concentrated not only upon the

president, but upon the governors, and

all of our political officers, or disunion

and party strife. Everybody would cer-

tainly agree with me in saying that

union in such matters would be the

best calculated to promote the interest

and common good of our government

and people; that to be without a sin-

gle dissenting voice in our election af-

fairs from Maine to Texas, from the

Atlantic to the Pacific, all concentrat-

ing themselves upon the officers they

want, and then vote for them unani-

mously would be carrying out the form

of the American government in its per-

fection. But our fathers, who framed

that Great instrument of nationality—

that instrument by which all classes

of people are protected in their rights


