PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD, ETC.

—provided for disunion, if the people
should feel disposed to introduce it.
Showing that they were permitted to dis-
sent and vote for as many candidates as
they may choose to nominate.

But in the Church of the living God,
according to the oneness required by the
Lord of heaven, we should act unitedly in
all things. Some may have an idea that if
we are only united about some of the spiri-
tual things of the kingdom that is all the
union needed among us. I do not know of
any one principle, or subject, connected
with the building up and advancement of
the kingdom of God upon the earth, upon
which we have a right to be disunited. The
law of God is of such a nature, when com-
plied with strictly, as to unite us not only
in the first principles of the Gospel—faith,
repentance and baptism, and confirmation,
and upon doctrine and spiritual things
generally, but also in regard to the culti-
vation of the earth, the raising of flocks
and herds, manufacturing, and all kinds of
mechanical business, and also with regard
to our political affairs and everything with
which we have to do here in this tempo-
ral probation. There are some great po-
litical parties very much united, and how
diligently they strive to make themselves
still more united. The Republican and
Democratic parties vie with each other
in their efforts to elicit the sympathy of
a majority of the people, in order to be-
come the dominant party. Hence the great
number of political agents, that go forth
throughout the country stump speeching,
as well as other means that are resorted
to for this purpose. Is there anything in
the Constitution of our country prohib-
iting them from striving to bring about
disunion? No, not in the least. Neither
is there anything written that would for-
bid the Methodists, the Baptists, the
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Presbyterians, or any other religious society
throughout the confines of this great repub-
lic, from striving with all their might to vote
with one heart and one mind, both in regard
to their political and their church affairs.

That is what we are striving to do. We
are laboring in faith and with much assur-
ance, that the day will dawn upon Israel,
when this people will attain to a perfect
oneness, so much so that not a dissenting
voice will be heard or raised, in regard to
things religious or secular, from one end of
the Territory to the other.

This union exists in the eternal worlds.
If you should dwell there for the period of
ten millions of ages, you would see no dis-
sension among those who dwell in yonder
celestial worlds. If the affairs of a celestial
world were divided into different depart-
ments, calling one political and another
religious, and so on, you would find the
whole body, both religious and politi-
cal, vote for the same ticket, if I may be
allowed the expression; they would be
agreed, of one heart and one mind. This
oneness among the people of God must
be attained in this world, in order that His
purposes may be brought about, respecting
man and the earth on which he lives.

How much reason have we to rejoice
that our fathers, a little over a century ago,
began to consider the importance of being
free and untrammeled in regard to their
religious ideas and opinions; and that by
having their feelings so deeply impressed
upon their minds, they were enabled to get
out that great instrument of liberty which
guarantees to this great nation today civil,
political and religious rights.

Our enemies would try to frighten
us, by representing before the Congress
of the United States there is a union
among those Latter-day Saints, and
that all vote one way. Supposing we
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