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ing upon all the Latter-day Saints, the

poor as well as the rich. In some

places the widow, who depends upon the

Church for support, pays one-tenth of

her income as Tithing. And this course

I would recommend to all in similar cir-

cumstances, for it is only in compliance

with the law that we can expect to ob-

tain the blessings promised. And the

poor woman herself is not the only one

that is blessed by taking this course, but

her children, if she has any, are taught

a lesson that will not be forgotten, and

they will always have pleasure in its con-

templation, as long, at least, as they are

worthy the name of Latter-day Saint, say

nothing of the influence for good which

she wields among those of more favor-

able circumstances. It is not the amount

that we pay, but it is the honest Tithing,

paid willingly and in the faith and spirit

of the Gospel, that the Lord requires, no

matter how small it may be; and then,

on the other hand, it matters not how

large. The Savior, when on a certain oc-

casion he sat near the treasury, looking

at the people how they cast in money—

and we are told that many that were rich

cast in much, but, notwithstanding, the

poor widow who came along and threw

in her two mites, which only make a far-

thing, contributed, he said, more than

they all. "For all they did cast in of

their abundance; but she of her want did

cast in all she had, even all her living."

The Lord acknowledges the honesty of

the heart by providing for and blessing

us with the necessaries and comforts of

life; and he will continue to do so, as

long as we fear and obey him with all

our might, mind and strength. He will

not fail in the fulfillment of his promises,

inasmuch as we are found worthy before

him. It is not only our duty to pay our

Tithing, but our offerings too, that our

poor may be fed and clothed, and their

hearts made glad. It is just as binding

upon us to look after our poor, as it is

to be baptized for the remission of sins.

How do you think, brethren, the Lord

would regard us if the cries of the widow

and the orphan, the aged, and the halt

and the blind, were to ascend into his

ears, while we heed them not? I tell you

he would not own us as his people, nei-

ther could he pour out his blessings upon

us. Then pay your Tithes and your offer-

ings, and be blessed. Attend your fast

meetings, and bring in your offerings in

the time thereof, that the poor may re-

joice and feel that they are not neglected.

Why, if every man and woman fulfilled

his and her duty in this respect, your of-

ferings would be piled up so high that

there would not be poor enough to eat

them, and you would be sending up to

Bishop Hunter asking him to send you

some poor people to eat them up. We

are a blessed people, we enjoy peace and

plenty, while millions of our fellow be-

ings today know not what it is to enjoy ei-

ther. But supposing we all were prompt

and faithful in paying our Tithes and of-

ferings, how do you think it would be

with us? Why, He would be mindful of

his promise to fulfil it; He would "open to

you the windows of heaven, and pour you

out a blessing, that there would not be

room enough to receive it." And further,

he says to those who comply with this

law, "I will rebuke the devourer for your

sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits

of your ground," etc. Then pay your

Tithes and your offerings, that the bless-

ings of God may be upon us and our land,

and upon our orchards, and that the

hearts of the poormay bemade to rejoice,

and that Temples may be reared to his


