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holy name, and the work of the Fa-

ther may go on to its consummation. I

doubt, my brethren, whether a man can

save himself, much less prove a savior to

his dead, who neglects to Tithe himself.

Well, I see that my time has expired. God

bless you. Amen.

ELDER ERASTUS SNOW

I propose to continue the subject that

has been alluded to.

In a very early period of the his-

tory of this Church, when in its infancy,

the Lord said unto us, in a revelation

which is contained in the Doctrine and

Covenants, "He that is Tithed shall not

be burned." In several of the revelations

the subject of Tithing is referred to in a

general way; but the special revelation

on that subject was given at Far West,

Missouri, in July, 1838, in answer to the

question, "O Lord, shew unto thy ser-

vants how much thou requirest of the

properties of thy people for Tithing." And

by this revelation we learned that we

were required to consecrate all of our

surplus property for the purposes men-

tioned therein, and after doing that, to

pay annually one-tenth of our increase.

This means increase from every source.

For instance, if a man depend only upon

the labor of his own hands, then one-

tenth of his earnings would be his law-

ful Tithing. But if in addition to this

he possess teams or employ other labor,

then the increase of such labor should

also be Tithed. Again, if he should be

engaged opening up farms, building or

making other improvements, thus ac-

cumulating a surplus around him, one-

tenth of the increase of such property

would be due, as Tithing, as well as a

tenth of his labor combined. Then again,

should part of his surplus property be

in such a condition as to enable him

to invest it in any branch of business,

one-tenth of the profits arising therefrom

is due as Tithing; or should he have

money loaned out on interest, on every

dollar so accumulated the sum of ten

cents belongs to the Lord, in accordance

to his law regulating the Tithing of his

people; and so on, this law strictly ap-

plying to our income derived from every

source.

It is not, as some verily suppose, the

Tithing of what you may have left af-

ter deducting all of your expenses; or

in other words, after spending all you

can. There are some calling themselves

Latter-day Saints who try to appease

their conscience in the belief that Tithing

means the tenth of what may be left af-

ter deducting all expenses, which would

amount to this: "What we cannot spend

we will give a tenth of that as our

Tithing." How much, my brethren and

sisters, do you think the Lord would get

if all of us felt and acted so? This is

not the law of Tithing; all who aim to

comply with it after this manner deviate

from its true reading. We are required

to pay the tenth of our increase, or inter-

est, or income, which is our Tithing, and

which is necessary for the general wel-

fare in building Temples, sustaining the

Priesthood, administering to the poor,

etc., while we retain the nine-tenths for

the sustenance of ourselves and families,

etc.

Brother Hardy expressed himself

doubtful whether men who ignored this

law of Tithing could save themselves,

much less save their dead. I will here

say, that when this law of Tithing was

revealed, in 1838, the Lord said, "This

shall be a standing law unto them for-

ever," and "shall be an ensample unto all

the Stakes of Zion." And we are also told

that all who observe not this law should


