
vated law, and occupying a higher position 
than the Children of Israel did. We want to 
be just and generous to each other, “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind, and with all thy strength.” This 
we are told is the first commandment. And 
the second is like unto it, namely, “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Do we 
do this? If we did, then how pleasantly we 
could come before the Lord. Yet, if we 
were living our religion, possessing the 
light and intelligence of God, we would do 
so. But, to go a little further, quoting from 
the injunction of Paul: “Be kindly affec-
tioned one to another with brotherly love; 
in honor preferring one another.” Could 
you go that, do you think? There would 
first have to be a little change among some 
of us. Yet those were the principles taught 
by some of the former-day Apostles, and it 
is just as true today as it was then. There 
is something very pleasing in these things; 
and if we could only carry them out how 
pleasant it would be; we would have con-
fidence in every man. We sing sometimes 
something like this—and we sing it quite 
glibly too: “When every man, in every 
place shall meet a brother and a friend.” 
Do you ever remember hearing folks sing 
that? If we were one and all, so united as 
to inspire that confidence in all our acts 
and doings, so far as we were concerned in 
our immediate vicinity, every man would 
meet a brother and a friend; and the same 
would also be said of our sisters. These are 
the kind of feelings the Gospel ought to in-
spire in our hearts: love for one another, a 
feeling of interest in one another’s welfare 
and so fulfil the law of Christ—the law of 
the Gospel.

And then men should feel right to-
wards their wives and treat them in

kindness and with regard, not allowing our 
love to wear out. We might have been a 
little foolish in our younger days, when 
doing our courting, paying to much atten-
tion to the object of our affection, whereas, 
by and by, we pay too little attention. We 
should so live that our love for each other 
can increase all the time and not diminish, 
and have charity in our bosoms so that we 
may bear with one another’s infirmities, 
feeling that we are the children of God, 
seeking to carry out his word and will and 
law. And then treat everybody right. What, 
the Gentiles? Yes, certainly; it would be a 
pity if we could not afford to treat every-
body honorably and right. These “damned 
Gentiles,” as you are sometimes pleased to 
call them, are the children of our Heavenly 
Father. What was the Gospel introduced 
into the world for? What was the promise 
made to Abraham? “In thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed,” not cursed. 
What was the mission that Jesus gave to 
his disciples? “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
What, to the Gentiles? Yes; were not you 
among that class when the Gospel reached  
you? Yes, you were, and if the elders had 
not gone out to preach the Gospel you 
would not have been here. Well, shall we 
treat men aright here. Certainly; but that 
is not to say you shall be governed by any 
of their meanness or corruption. God 
sends us to teach, not to be taught or to 
be influenced by anything improper or im-
pure; he sends us to elevate the standard 
of truth and to act the part of a friend to 
all men, but not to be partakers of their 
sins, or mix up with them in their vice and 
contentions; but preserve our bodies and  
spirits pure together, that we may be 
the children of God without rebuke in  
the midst of a corrupt and perverse gener-
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