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ration. What would I do with the hun-

gry? I would feed them. What, if they

were not good people? Yes, you and I can

well afford to treat everybody right. God

makes his sun to shine on the evil as well

as the good, and he sends his rain on

the just and the unjust. But do not de-

scend to their evils and wickedness and

corruptions, nor to the evils and wicked-

ness of those who call themselves Latter-

day Saints, who are not, who do not keep

the commandments of God.

I am a believer in the things the

brethren have been speaking about, they

are matter of fact principles. There are

some Christian people in this world who,

if a man were poor or hungry, would say,

let us pray for him. I would suggest a

little different regimen for a person in

this condition: rather take him a bag of

flour and a little beef or pork, and a lit-

tle sugar and butter. A few such comforts

will do himmore good than your prayers.

And I would be ashamed to ask the Lord

to do something that I would not do my-

self. Then go to work and help the poor

yourselves first, and do all you can for

them, and then call upon God to do the

balance. So with the building of our Tem-

ples and everything else. Never mind so

much about the prayers; prayers are all

very well in their place. There is an old

saying which is not without meaning; it

is "Yankee doodle, do it." Let us do some-

thing and feel that we are men among

men, and that we are prepared to fill the

various responsibilities devolving upon

us, and then things will move along right

enough. We get excited sometimes and

want to do everything in a rush. Why the

world was not built in a day, neither does

winter change into summer in a day, it

takes time. When it begins to get a little

warm in the spring you begin to plow,

and when you cast in the seed you do

not expect to reap on tomorrow; but you

wait, and by and by the grain begins

to shoot, and everything looks beautiful

and green, and when it commences to

head out, you begin to talk about the har-

vest. There is, however, an overwhelm-

ing power, which is the power of God, at

the back of it, which gives life and vital-

ity to all nature; and it moves gradually

and slowly, but surely. We want to grow

in grace and in the knowledge and love

of God in the same way.

We have commenced to build up the

Kingdom of God, and like the grain of

mustard seed, which is the smallest of all

seeds, it will grow and extend until the

whole earth shall be full of the knowl-

edge of God, and the kingdoms of this

world become the kingdoms of our God

and his Christ and he will reign forever.

We will try to be united, and purify

ourselves and purify our families, and

purge out iniquity from our households.

We will try to have a conscience void of

offense towards God and man. We will

try to magnify that priesthood God has

conferred upon us. And we will go on

from truth to truth; from intelligence to

intelligence, and from wisdom to wisdom

until we see as we are seen and know as

we are known. We will operate together,

and with all Israel and with the gods in

the eternal worlds, and with the patri-

archs, prophets and apostles, and all the

holy men of God who have lived before

us, in assisting to bring to pass all the de-

signs of God of which the prophets have

spoken, and in building up the Zion of

God, in redeeming the earth and estab-

lishing the kingdom of God thereon.

May God bless you and lead you in

the paths of life, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.


