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them for an inheritance. They were not
united according to the union which was
required by the celestial law. And we are
told here that Zion cannot be built up
upon any other principle or foundation.
This is the subject that concerns every
Latter-day Saint, and is well worthy of deep
reflection, and we should seek the spirit
of inspiration, that we may understand it
properly, and how it may, perhaps, effect
us in our present situation.

There are principles which are revealed
for the good of the people of God, and
clearly manifest in the revelations which
have been given; but in consequence of not
being more persevering and industrious,
we neglect to receive the advantages which
they are designed to confer, and we think,
perhaps, that it is not necessary to exert
ourselves to find out what God requires
at our hands, or in other words, to search
out the principles which God has revealed,
upon which we can receive very important
blessings. There are revealed, plainly and
clearly, principles which are calculated to
exalt the Latter-day Saints, and preserve
them from much trouble and vexation, yet,
through lack of perseverance on our part
to learn and conform to them, we fail to
receive the blessings that are connected
with obedience to them. These principles
of union, which the Latter-day Saints in
former times ignored, and in consequence
of disobedience to them, were driven from
Missouri, are called by different names—
United Order, Order of Enoch, the prin-
ciples of Union of the Celestial Law, etc.
When we search the revelations of God in
regard to them, we see that wherever the
Gospel of the Son of God has been revealed
in its fulness, the principles of the United
Order were made manifest, and required
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to be observed. The system of union, or the
Order of Enoch, which God has taken so
much pains to reveal and make manifest,
has been, and is, for the purpose of uniting
the Latter-day Saints, the people of God,
and preparing them for exaltation in his ce-
lestial kingdom, and also for the purpose
of preparing them here on this earth to live
together as brethren, that they may become
one in all matters that pertain to their
worldly affairs, as well as their spiritual in-
terests, that they may become one—one in
their efforts, one in their interests—so that
there shall be no poor found in the midst
of the Latter-day Saints, and no moneyed
aristocracy in the midst of the people of
God, but that there should be a union, an
equality. Before this Church was organized,
in April, 1830, there were given revelations
touching the United Order; and from the
day the first revelation was given in regard
to these principles, there have been given
a great number of revelations making the
principle of the United Order very plain
to the understanding of those who wish to
comprehend them. The principles and sys-
tem have been pointed out in various rev-
elations very distinctly, so that the Saints
might not err. The Lord has shown us that
he considered this order no small matter,
but a subject of vast importance; so much
so, in fact, that he has pronounced severe
penalties on those who disobey its prin-
ciples, and promised most important bless-
ings to those who receive it and conform to
its requirements. Doc. and Cov., page 327,
276, 258, 264.

The Latter-day Saints, no doubt, have
made very great improvement, and advanced
considerably beyond the point the Saints
reached when they were in Missouri, and were
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