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chastened in consequence of their not

having conformed to the principles of

union, as required; but when we see

these sacred principles disregarded, to

a certain extent, so much as they are,

we wonder why it is so, and how it is

that they are so much neglected, so much

ignored—principles of such vast impor-

tance to our exaltation and glory, and for

our safety, and on account of disobedi-

ence to which the Lord could not sustain

and defend his people in the State of Mis-

souri, but suffered them to be overcome

and expelled by their enemies.

The Lord, when he counseled that

Jackson County should be purchased by

the Saints, was very strict in regard to

the manner in which they should observe

the principles of union; and he called

one of his servants, and told him that he

would make him an example in regard

to what would be required of those who

should go up to the land of Missouri to

receive their inheritance. That was Mar-

tin Harris. (Doc. & Cov., sec. 58, page

203, verses 35 and 36.) The Lord said:

"It is wisdom in me that my servantMar-

tin Harris should be an example unto the

church, in laying his moneys before the

Bishop of the church. And also, this is

a law unto every man that cometh unto

this land to receive an inheritance; and

he shall do with his moneys according as

the law directs."

Now, here is one of the first prin-

ciples of the United Order, and it was

made and ordained a law by every per-

son, and everyone was required to ob-

serve it, who should be privileged to go

to the land of Missouri to receive an in-

heritance. But this, I think, will ap-

ply, not only to those who should go to

the land of Missouri, but to the peo-

ple of God in every land. Wherever

there is a people of God, the principles of

the United Order are applicable, if they

would receive and obey them. Some have

thought that the United Order was to be

kept only by the people who should go

up to the land of Missouri. Now this,

I believe, is incorrect. It would seem

very singular that the Latter-day Saints,

when they receive the Gospel, should not

have the privilege of uniting themselves,

according to the principles of the celes-

tial law, and that Jackson County should

be the only place where this law might

be observed. I shall not have time to

pursue this subject so particularly as I

would wish, I will simply refer to some

revelations in regard to the matter.

In Kirtland, Ohio, there was a United

Order established under the direct influ-

ence and instructions of Joseph Smith.

He received revelations from the Lord in

regard to this subject. And there was

not only a United Order established in

Kirtland, but there was also a United

command of God to be established in

a locality about fifteen or twenty miles

from Kirtland, in a town called Thomp-

son. And the Lord gave his servant, Ed-

ward Partridge, the first Bishop of this

Church, revelations and important in-

structions in reference to organizing a

Branch of the Church into the United

Order in that township. And Edward

Partridge needed these instructions, be-

cause it might well be understood that

he, of himself, would not be able to

understand the mind and will of God

touching what was required according

to the principles of the celestial law.

Therefore, the Lord told him it was nec-

essary that he should receive instruc-

tions in these principles. And he gave

him instructions, and told him that it

was necessary that the people should


