
superseded the principles of the United 
Order. The law of Moses was given to be 
a schoolmaster, to bring the people to a 
knowledge of the Son of God, and induce 
them to obey the principles of the fulness 
of the Gospel. The higher law was given 
to the children of Israel when they were 
first delivered from Egyptian bondage, 
but in consequence of their disobedience, 
the Gospel in its fulness was withdrawn, 
and the law of carnal commandments was 
added. Now, do you imagine that there 
would have been any wrong if the people 
wanted to find the principles of the higher 
law and obey them as near as circumstan-
ces would admit? Do you suppose it would 
have been wrong to search out the ful-
ness of the Gospel, while living under the 
Mosaic law? But, in the Book of Mormon 
we find this point more fully illustrated. 
We find that the inhabitants of this con-
tinent had a knowledge of the fulness of 
the everlasting Gospel and were baptized 
for the remission of sins, many generations 
before Jesus came into the world. We find 
that Alma was baptized in the waters of 
Mormon, and some four hundred and fifty 
other individuals. Alma, by his energy and 
perseverance, had discovered the fulness of 
the Gospel and obtained revelations from 
the Lord, and the privilege of observing the 
Gospel in all its fulness and blessings. Do 
you think the Lord was angry with them? 
They were under the Mosaic law, and 
yet considered it a blessing to observe the 
higher law.

Now I will say in regard to the matter 
of tithing, I think that law was given to 
the Latter-day Saints, one object being to 
prepare them for, and conduct them to, 
the United Order, that they might not fall  
into the same error as the people who  
were driven from the State of Missouri, 
but gradually be inducted into these

higher principles. There is nothing more 
elevating to ourselves and pleasing to God 
than those things that pertain to the ac-
complishment of a brotherhood. Wise 
men, for centuries, have sought to bring 
this about, but without success. They 
had not the ability, the wisdom, the in-
telligence, nor the authority, to bring the 
people up to that standard, that they could 
become a united brotherhood. All their ef-
forts were ineffectual. But the Lord will be 
successful; and he will prepare the Latter-
day Saints that these principles will be in 
their hearts when they go back to Jackson 
County. Remember, while the Gospel in 
its fulness was observed by Alma and his 
brethren, and by many thousands in dif-
ferent ages of the world, they lived under 
the Mosaic Law, and cannot the Latter-day 
Saints under the law of tithing, observe the 
fulness of the gospel? If we allow that we 
are under the principle of the law of tith-
ing, is there any harm in our complying 
with the principles of the United Order?

I am aware that it is unpleasant in the 
ears of some individuals, to hear about 
the principles of the United Order, but 
take the Latter-day Saints, generally 
speaking, throughout the various settle-
ments of this Territory, their hearts seem 
to be drawn out in reference to this prin-
ciple. When President Young first came 
into these mountain valleys, he was im-
pressed with the importance of this prin-
ciple, and he took the first steps for the 
accomplishment of this union. There are 
hundreds and thousands of individuals 
that came into these valleys at that time, 
who conformed to the first principles 
of this union. There are many of us that 
consecrated all that we possessed, and  
this is the first step in regard to the United 
Order. It is very possible that there  
may have been some neglect in carrying
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