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Enoch! That there would be peace in

our midst and no necessity for a man

to contend and tread upon the toes of

another to attain a better position, and

advance himself ahead of his neighbor.

And there should be no unjust competi-

tion in matters that belong to the Latter-

day Saints. That which creates division

among us pertaining to our temporal in-

terests should not be. The Lord consid-

ered this union a matter of importance,

and he uses strong expressions in refer-

ence to it. Speaking in regard to those

who should disobey the principles of the

United Order after receiving it, the Lord

says, "I have decreed in my heart that

any man among you that shall break

the covenant by which you are bound,

he shall be trodden down by whomso-

ever I will." [p. 337.] And he says,

in regard to some parties who turned

away from this principle, "I have cursed

them with a sore and grievous curse."

He says in another revelation, showing

the sacredness of this order, "Therefore

a commandment I give unto you, and

he who breaketh it shall lose his stand-

ing in the church, and be turned over to

the buffeting of Satan." [p. 258.] These

are severe penalties, but it is in conse-

quence of his desire to prepare a peo-

ple for celestial glory. Now, shall we

say that these matters do not pertain to

us, and that we shall leave them until

we go back to Jackson County? I have

sometimes thought that if the Latter-

day Saints did not open their eyes and

attend to these things very strictly, we

should hardly escape these afflictions,

but be persecuted as were our brethren

in Missouri. After the instructions we

have received during the last forty years,

shall we say that we cannot conform

to these principles? Shall we say that

we shall ignore these glorious principles

that pertain to this exalted brotherhood?

Now, we are trying to do something

in Brigham City in the direction to this

order; but there seems to be the great-

est difficulty with ourselves, when we

come to these temporal affairs. Our old

ideas of things have a wonderful influ-

ence over us, that it seems a difficult

matter to break the crust, and conform

wholly to the requirements of the United

Order. We have arrived at certain points

of union in our city; but I do not wish

to speak about our affairs there in any

spirit of boasting, for when I consider

the sacredness of these principles, and

the importance of them, I feel my insuf-

ficiency and unworthiness. To engage

in this labor seems to be a great and

sacred undertaking. President Young

used to say, "Why, up there in Brigham

City Brother Snow has led the people

along, and got them into the United Or-

der without their knowing it." But I can

see many things that we are very short

of accomplishing. We have not entered

into the fulness of the principles of the

United Order, but we talk about them,

and many of us try to conform to them,

and get the spirit of them in our hearts.

Now we number about three thousand

souls, and we have moved along so far

as this—I presume it is a little further

than you have in Ogden—there is but

one store in our city where imported

goods are bought, and this belongs to

the people. Now that is considered to-

wards a union in a people of three thou-

sand, to be agreed to do their trading in

one place—that there should be one mer-

cantile establishment. Now, you have

more than one store in Ogden. Then,

we have united a little further; we have

but one tannery in our city of a pop-

ulation of three thousand. We have

but one shoemakers' establishment—

an association of shoemakers, consist-

ing of about thirty persons. There is


