A MARVELOUS WORK, ETC.

ture is full.” Who told them this? From
what source did they get their information?
Did the Lord ever reveal this to them, or is
it a creation of their own imagination? Did
you ever hear a single individual, even the
most learned and wisest of them, prove this
assertion by the divine writings? Did you
ever hear of any lay member, minister or
priest, having substantiated these ideas and
traditions in accordance with Scripture and
reason? Never, never. And the simple rea-
son why is, because they have no proof or
evidence to sustain their position. There is
not a man living, however learned he may
be, however familiar with the Scriptures of
divine truth he may be, that can bring one
idea, by way of proof, to support these tra-
ditions. And yet, how general and universal
these things have been circulated among
the nations, and imbibed by the human
family as though they were real truths!
When the Latter-day Saints came forth
forty-eight years ago, testifying that God
had sent an angel from heaven, how un-
expected, how strange to this generation!
Say they, “The Lord once had a religion
on the earth, and angels were included as
part and portion of the blessings connected
with it; but now we do not need them.”
Why? “Because we are so enlightened. We
have studied the Scriptures and become so
effectually acquainted with them, and also
with science and everything else, that we
do not need further instruction from the
Almighty; we do not need Prophets in our
day to foretell the future; we do not need
Revelators to come forth and manifest to
us the word of God. Why, we are so en-
lightened! The blaze of Gospel light is shin-
ing forth so brilliantly, we can get along
with human learning without any revela-
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tion from the heavens.” Have I not ex-
pressed before this congregation, the real
ideas of the two or three hundred millions
of Christendom, so called, that live in the
various civilized nations?

Now let us go back to the real principles
of the Gospel, to find out whether they
countenance and embrace the visitation of
angels. History informs us, that before the
flood angels conversed with men, as one
man would with another. And we find that
Abraham and Enoch conversed with God;
and through faith Enoch was translated
from mortality to immortality. At the time
of the deluge, we learn there was one man
upon the earth that received new revelation
from heaven, and that he and seven others
who believed on his word, were the only
ones worthy to be spared from the terrible
judgment which, for the time being, put
an end to wickedness upon the earth. A
Revelator was spared—the only man among
them who could commune with the heav-
ens, and receive information from on high.

After the days of the flood, we learn
that the Lord made to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, great and most precious promises—
promises concerning things of eternity and
things of the earth. These men were called
and esteemed the “friends of God;” they
were perfect in their day, and they were
Revelators, to whom angels came and min-
istered the words of eternal life. They were
the only ones who received instruction
from heaven by new revelation, and who
were counted worthy in that day to enjoy
the divine approbation, and to be called his
friends.

So likewise we may come down to the days
of Moses, and the children of Israel who were

in Egypt. Did the Lord bless them? He did.
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