FAITH, ETC.

and the earth becomes depopulated of
all excepting the righteous? This will
be a testimony they cannot resist. But
such testimony will not always be unto
salvation. It will be the testimony of
judgment that will overwhelm them, in
a time, too, they think not of; a time
when they will be crying all is peace
and safety—lo! sudden destruction is
at their doors; and thus the Scriptural
saying will be literally fulfilled, "As the
days of Noah were, so shall also the com-
ing of the Son of Man be," etc. When
that unfortunate, but disobedient and
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wicked people, the Antediluvians, were
sinking in the waters, they could then
say, "I know that Noah is a Prophet, and
that the message he has declared in our
ears for these many years is divine." But
alas! it was too late; they rejected the
message, paying heedless regard to it as
well as to him who preached the Gospel
to them; they would not call upon God
in all honesty of heart, but they con-
sidered Noah deceived; they obeyed not,
and were destroyed by the mighty flood.
Amen.
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There is a principle that I feel dis-
posed to say a few words on, in connec-
tion with what brother Rich has been
saying, and that is the principle of faith.

[The speaker then read the 11th
chapter of Hebrews.]

I have taken the liberty of reading
this catalogue of blessings which ancient
men of God obtained through the princi-
ple of faith; which principle is as much
needed today by the people of this gen-
eration, as by any people at any age of
the world. We might continue the chap-
ter of results and operations of the prin-

ciple of faith to the present day. For
by faith Joseph Smith received the min-
istration of God out of heaven. By
faith he received the records of Nephi,
and translated them through the Urim
and Thummim into our own language,
and which have since been translated
into many different languages. By
faith he made the foundation of this
Church and kingdom, just as much as
Noah, by faith, built the ark, and re-
ceived the fulness thereof. By faith
he prophesied, leaving a record, a tes-
tament which has been given through
his mouth to the inhabitants of the



