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blood of prophets and apostles. And I

have sometimes taken the liberty, before

strangers as well as Latter-day Saints,

to express my views in regard to shed-

ding the blood of Joseph Smith and other

prophets. It has cost this nation four

years' war, laying in the dust nearly a

million and a half of men, and it has

also cost millions upon millions of dol-

lars, creating a debt which it will never

live to pay. This is the faith of Wilford

Woodruff, and I think I have a right to

exercise my faith in this matter. I say

then, it costs something to shed the blood

of righteous men in this as well as in pre-

vious generations.

My testimony is that judgments

await Babylon, judgments await the

Christian world, and if people will read

their Bible, they will see these declara-

tions written down, and these judgments

will increase until the world is cleansed

from wickedness. And I say to all the

world, Repent of your sins, and be bap-

tized for the remission of them, that you

may receive the Holy Ghost by the laying

on of hands, and be saved in the king-

dom of God. Without complying with

these requirements, you nor I can never

go where God and Christ dwell, worlds

without end, for these things have been

made known to us by ancient and mod-

ern prophets.

Therefore, yours, as well as my eter-

nal destiny, our future position through-

out the ages of eternity, depend upon the

few hours, the few days, the few weeks

we spend in the flesh. If I ever obtain

a full salvation it will be by my keep-

ing the laws of God. If I sin against

God and man, I shall have to foot the

bill; it will be so with you and with

the whole world. This is the Gospel of

Jesus Christ; this is the Zion of God,

and what you see already accomplished

in this desert land is really in fulfill-

ment of the revelations of God. The

hand of God has guided this Church from

its incipiency to the present time. God

will continue to direct its affairs, and

there is no power on the earth or under

the earth that can ever stop its progress,

for he himself, has decreed that the Zion

of the latter days shall never be over-

thrown; but on the contrary, as he has

said through the mouth of the Prophet

Isaiah, "For the nation and the kingdom

that will not serve thee shall perish; yea,

those nations shall be utterly wasted."

Pretty strong doctrine to be taught by a

humble man of God. Nevertheless, time

will bring it about and it is not in the

power of man to prevent it. I am a be-

liever in revelation. I am a believer, from

the crown of my head to the soles of my

feet, with every particle of spirit in me,

that God will bring about, literally and

to the very letter, all that he has spoken

through his servants, ancient and mod-

ern.

By way of concluding my remarks I

wish to bear testimony to this congrega-

tion and to the strangers present, that

Joseph Smith was a prophet of the liv-

ing God; he was raised up by the Lord,

and laid the foundation of this Church.

He lived to accomplish the work he was

raised up to do. He received the keys of

the Priesthood from under the hands of

Peter, James and John, and those per-

taining to the gathering of scattered Is-

rael, from under the hands of Moses, the

leader of ancient Israel. Elijah, or Elias,

also visited him and bestowed upon him

the keys to "turn the hearts of the fa-

thers to the children, and the heart of

the children to the fathers," which was in

fulfillment of a prediction by the Prophet

Malachi. He also received the keys of

the Aaronic Priesthood under the hands

of John the Baptist, which Priesthood

pertains to the temporal government

of the Church. After performing his


