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darkness, but maintain your integrity

before God in all fidelity; and live

your religion, keeping the command-

ments of God, and your faith will be

as the faith of the just, that shines

brighter and brighter until the perfect

day.

God bless you and lead you in the

path of life, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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There is an opposition to the Lord

having on the earth a people, called by

his name and doing his will. It has

been so from the beginning. The Lord

never had a people who were received

with open arms by the world, admired,

cherished and respected; on the con-

trary they have been persecuted or to-

tally destroyed from off the earth. The

wicked have invariably prevailed over

the good; it might almost be said that

the first bad man killed the first good

man. The Latter-day Saints have had

the same experience to pass through,

and when a time of comparative peace

has come around, as it has sometimes,

they are apt to ask, "What is the mat-

ter? Have we lost our faith, that the

Adversary should thus let us alone?"

There will come a time, however, in the

history of the Saints, when they will be

tried with peace, prosperity, popularity

and riches.

The world look with terror toward

that period when the Lord's purposes

in regard to building Temples predom-

inates, when universal peace is estab-

lished, and the scepter of righteous-

ness is wielded. The world would not

like any religious power to predominate

on the earth, and rightly, too, consid-

ering the tyranny and despotism that

have marked the history of religious

rule. We find, in days past, that vari-

ous religious influences have swayed the

scepter in a most unrighteous manner,

made captive the human will, and men

have been forced to yield submission


